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Preface. 

After the mortal remains of Emanuel Swedenborg had been trans- 
ported from England to Sweden in the spring of 190S, and the Royal 
Council had decided, on April 21ith, that they should find their resting- 
place in the Cathedral of Upsala, the Royal Society of Sciences of Up- 
sala received from the Royal Academy of Sciences of Stockholm a com- 
munication, dated May 13th, 1908, in which the Academy, in view of 
certain information received by the Swedish Legation in London, which 
raised doubts as to whether Swedenboeg's skull was actually present 
in the casket which bore his name, broached the question of an exa- 
mination of the contents of the casket. 

Since it was known that similar rumors had also been in circula- 
tion in former times, without having been refuted, the Royal Society 
of Sciences considered that it should not neglect to make a scientific 
examination of the casket and its contents in oi'der to clear up the 
matter before the casket was definitely locked up in a vault or sarco- 
phagus. After permission had been obtained from the Cathedral Chap- 
ter of Upsala, the Society, at a special meeting held May 27tli. ap- 
pointed the professors of anatomy at Upsala Ufniversity, Drs. J. A. 
HaioiaPv, J. \'. HuLTKRANTZ and 0. M. RamsteCim to make such an 
examination. 

For a complete clearing up of the whole question it was found 
necessary to undertake a careful examination of the historical fortunes 
which had met Swedenborg's remains during past times, ^^'ith this 
end in view the P^meritus Professor of Anatomy, Dr. Edvard Clasox, 
of whose valued services the Committee have had the pri^-ilege of 
availing themselves during the investigation, has not only undertaken 
a thorough examination of the printed documents hitherto known A\-hieh 
touch upon the question, but has also from various quarters collected 
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2 J. V. HULTKRANTZ 

a number of important new documents in illustration of the question. 
The above-mentioned sources furnish the basis for the historical inves- 
tigation which constitutes the first section of this work. In the second 
section there is furnished an extended account of the progress and 
results of the examination of the casket and its contents, and especi- 
ally of the anatomical examination of the cranium. vV condensed report 
of the results was comnmnicated by the Committee to the Royal So- 
ciety of Sciences on December 3rd, 1908, which at a meeting on the 4th 
of the same month decided to publish a complete account of the im^esti- 
gations concerning SwEDENBORa's earthly remains in connection with 
the Society's Bicentenary Jubilee in November, 1910, since the Society 
is able with thankfulness and pride to reckon Emanuel Swedenboeg as 
one of its first and especially as one of its greatest members. 

The final preparation of this work was entrusted by the Com- 
mittee to the undersigned, who desires here thankfully to acknowledge 
not only the valuable cooperation of the Committee in the anatomical 
investigation, but also and especially the very considerable labor be- 
stowed by Professor Clason on the historical investigations. j\lr. Aleeed 
H. Strgh, M. a., and the present pastor at the Swedish Legation in 
London, the Rev. J. Lindskog, who have placed at the disposal of the 
Committee certain important documents and on various occasions obli- 
gingly supplied serviceable information, have done much to aid in the 
preparation of this work. Mr. Stroh has supplied the List and Analysis 
of Portraits of Swedenborg furnished in Appendix No. 16, and he and 
Miss Cyeiel L.T. Odhner have also translated the present work into the 
English language. In the other Appendices a number of documents have 
been added in explanation of various questions, which documents have 
either not hitherto been published, or are unusually difficult of access, 
and which were therefore thought worthy of reproduction in extenno. 

Upsala Univei'sity, October, 1910. 

J. ^"ILH. HuLTKRAiS^TZ. 



I. Historical Investigations. 



From Swedenborg's death (1772) to the year 1816. 

At the close (if the month of July, in the year 1770, Kmanukl 
SwEJjENiJOEG, then S2 years of age, left his native country never to 
return. His immediate purpose was to superintend the printing in 
Holland of his gi-eat work Vera Okristicma Religio^ written in Stock- 
holm, and published in Amsterdam, June, 1771. In July or August of the 
same year he travelled to London, where he was busily engaged with 
a new work, when, on Christmas Eve, 1771, he was overcome by 
a stroke of paralysis, which affected one side of his body and depri^'- 
ed him of the power of speech. After having lain three weeks in a 
»lethargic state», his condition improved and he recovered the use of 
his tongue, but within a short time a relapse set in and on the 2iMh 
of March, 1772. at 5 o'clock in the morning, he drew his last breath. 

The shrouding of Swedenborg's body was done at the house of 
an ex-clerk of the Swedish (^hureh by the name of Burkhardt, or ac- 
cording to another statement by an »undertaker» named Kobinson. The 
body was put into three coffins, of which the innermost, which was 
of lead, was carefully soldered^ and the remains were buried on the 
5th of April, with the customary ceremonies, in the Swedish Church at 
Princes Square, St. George's in tlie East, London. The coffin was depo- 
sited in the burial vault under the altar of the church, the passage to 
which is under the stones of the floor in the chancel. 

Judging from the register furnished by an ex-preacher of the 
Swedish Legation in London, J. Palmee, 20' of all the persons buried 

' The numbers in small black type refer to the literature listed at the close of this work 
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in the ^-ault up to the year IS44. there were at the time of Swede^-- 
borg's iiilermoiil at least si^yrn cdftins. and during the succeeding pe- 
riod tlie \ ault was upent'd sexeral times for the reception of new cof- 
fins, fn tlic year 17X5. ^^llen, ho\\-e\'er. mi Ijnrial seems to haA-e taken 
place, it is reported that a Mr. Kei:xe \-isited the vault and saw Swe- 
denboeg's casket standing nearest to that in ^vhich the remains of tlie 
Swedish natural scientist Dr. D. Solaxdee, deceased in London. 1782, 
were preserved. ;^2 (\'ol. 11., ]i. .541 (. 




Ki|j. 1. Tlie S\veJijli Cliuruli in Lninlon, liuilt in l/ris. 

There is, h(l^\-ever, no reason to suppose that the remains of 
SwEDEXBOEG had been disturbed prior to about the year 1700. ^^•hen his 
coffin was opened, and this merely to satisfy the curiosity of some un- 
authorized persons. There are several accounts concerning this occur- 
rence, which agree in the most essential features: minor deviations in 
the matter of details being easily explained by the fact that all the 
accounts are based upon secmnl-haiid information, and all hi\\e been 
written down quite a long time after the e\-ent took place. 
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The first published account is lo be found in the fii'st part of G. 
Broling's' Aiitcchiinyar under en resfl « i;///y/«/(^/, printed in Stocldiolm 
ISll. 4 (Vol. I., p. 47), The author, who during his stay in London 
was a frequent visitor at the home of S. Nisser, at that time preacher 
of the Swedish Ijegation, does not give any authority for his statement, 
but it seems in any case that he had the opportunity of subjecting the 
same to the criticism of persons connected with the Swedish Church. 
The detailed and evidently correct statements concerning the three 




Fig. 2. Inteiior ot the Swedish Church in London. 



coffins argue in any case for the presumption that the author has been 
well informed. Since Beoling's account seems never before to have 
been printed in the English language, it may here be given in full. 



^ Gdstaf Broling, bom 1766, a noted metallurgist, mechanician and^Guuncillor of Mines. 
Became a member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences in 1797. Died 1S38. He 
undertook in 1797 — 99, with private support, a journey to England for purposes of study, and 
published in 1811 — 17, with the support of the Swedish Mining Association, his above-men- 
tioned work concerning this journey. 
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»An American physician had become so enthusiastic over Swe- 
DEXBOKCi's writings that he imagined there was something superhuman 
in his person. He hit upon the idea that a man so much associated 
with the spirit worid, while he wandered here in the corporeal world, 
must have been removed thence in some extraordinary manner, and 
not haA'e died and been buried like other human beings. In order to obtain 
more definite information concerning this he sailed over to London, at 
the close of the decade 1780 — 1790, and addressed himself to the mem- 
bers of the Xe^^• Jerusalem there, \\ho also assured him that the great 
spiritual man had, in the most natural and usual manner, gone the way 
of all the world, and been buried under the Swedish Church. But he. 
who believed so much that was incredible, could not possibly desist 
from believing the most improbable. This American Thomas required 
more than mere assurances for his conviction. Through the help of a 
follower and countryman of Swedenborg, still famous at that time \ he 
persued his way to his [the seer's] resting-place. Why this happened 
without the knowledge of the Swedish pastor and with the consent 
only of tiae clerk, to which Aveighty causes undoubtedly contributed, 
can easily be imagined. Without hesitation, a kind of burglary was 
made into the dwellings of the dead. That coffin which the clerk, who 
had himself 17 years before attended the burial, declared to be the 
right one, was separated from the rest. But as no inscription certified 
his statement, the matter still remained somewhat doubtful. Xeverthe- 



' By this is probably meant one of the most renowned Swedish Swedenborgians of those 
days, Augustus Nordenskjold, or Ch. Berns Wadstrom, both of whom, lived in London about 
1790 and seem to have played a special role in the circle of Swedenborg's followers, but 
afterwards in various ways had »an unfortunate careers. 

A. NoRDENSJKoLD, bom 1754, mineralogist, master mining engineer in Finland, was at 
one time employed as alchemist in the service of King Gustaf HI., but left Sweden in 1780 
and spent his remaining years in London and on travels. Died during an expedition lo Sierra 
Leone in 1792. From his youth an enthusiastic admirer of Swedenborg's doctrines, he took 
great pains in preserving and publishing the manuscripts of Swedenborg. Published in 1790 
a work: Orijanizatioit of the Church in the Xew Jerusalem, in which he defends concubi- 
nage, which aroused great indignation amongst Swedenborgians, who also besides charged him 
with great moral depravity. 

Gh. Berns Wadstrom, born 1746, mechanician, philanthropist and opponent of slavery. 
Lived some years before and after 1790 in London, where he was a lively participator in the New 
Church propaganda, and in 1790 held every week in his home meetings for the friends of 
the New Church. He afterwards became -involved in troublesome consequences», and in 1795 
left England »in distress*. Died at Paris in 1799. 
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less, relying upon the clerk's statement, the casket was opened, and 
behold! there within was another, upon which Swedenborg's name, 
and the years of his birth and death, were inscribed. The sco])- 
tieal American now appeared not a little surprised. However, his 
curiosity was not yet sufficiently satisfied with the sight of the bare 
name of the spiritual hero, and after having risked his valuable life on 
the faithless ocean in order to come to the holy grave, he thought him- 
self justified in satisfying himself with his own eyes as to everything. 
He therefore persuaded the accompanying New Jerusalemites, to the 
number of 10 or 12, to still further investigate with him, as to whether 
this coffin was not actually empty, and as to whether an ordinary de- 
cease was mighty enough to master this apostle of the spirits. This 
was now, with general consent, put into execution. But what a decep- 
tion! Here again a massive coffin of lead was found, and so well 
soldered together that a spirit with ever so little materiality could hardly 
have come in or out of it, which the consequences also proved. The 
sight of this third coffin contributed not a little to increasing the im- 
patience of the investigators, for, so well preserved, the head of the 
New Jerusalem would certainly have defied corruption. A neighbouring 
solderer was brought to the place. With a fine saw an incision was 
made in one end of the lid, so deep that it could be bent up suffici- 
ently. But now there issued forth effluvia in such abundance and of 
such a sort that the candles went out, and all the observers were ob- 
liged to rush head over heels out of the burial vault in order not to 
be smothered. What kind of philosophical considerations as to the 
materialism and correspondence of Swedenborgian spirits were now 
awakened in the American no one knows. But the candles were relight- 
ed — the church was fumigated with vinegar — the windows opened — 
and once more a descent was made to continue the investigation. It 
was found that Swedenboeg's remains really still lay in the coffin, 
without any special ravages of time, which, deprived of the assistance 
of the air, had not greatly changed the features of the face. It was 
observed as a peculiar fact, and perhaps not without reason, that the 
half of the face nearest the wall of the vault preserved its almost na- 
tural roundness. But as to whether this examination, for the rest, strength- 
ened or weakened the Doctor's faith, of that Tradition does not say 
a single word.» 

Other versions of this story are found in the accounts of the 
subsequent theft of Swedenboeg's cranium, \Ahich are furnished partly 
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in a letter communicated to the Tmes for April 4th, 1823, {Appendix, 
No. 4), signed J. I. Hawkixs', partly in an article in the July— Septem- 
ber number of the Intellectual Repository for the same year 13 fp. 471), 
probably composed by the editor of the periodical, the Rev. S. Noble ^ 
The last-mentioned account, the author of which had heard it related 
by an eye-witness, namely, »the warm friend of those [Swedenboeg's] 
writings now abroad», whose guest the stranger w-as when the visit 
to the vault was planned, is communicated with some additions, but 
otherwise almost word for word, in Robert Hindmaesh's^ Rise and Pro- 
gress of the NeiD Jerusalem Church lo (p. 399). I shall come back later 
to the accounts of the theft, and here only take up for consideration what 
is reported concerning the opening of the coffin about the year 1790. 
Hindmaesh's account contains chiefly the assertion that the ini- 
tiative in the opening of the coffin was not taken by a Swedenborgian, 
but by a »foreign gentleman who held the absurd tenets of the old 
sect of the Rosicrucians», and who, at a dinner at the house of a Swe- 
denborgian, expressed the opinion that Swedenboeg had discovered the 
secret of the Rosicrucians and could by the use of an expensive elixir 
»protract his existence as long as he pleased», and that he, »desirous 
to put off the infirmities of age, had renewed his existence and with- 
drawn to some other part of the world, causing a sham funeral to be 
performed to avoid discovery.» In the warmth of the dispute the stran- 
ger and two or three other persons betook themselves immediately to 
the church, where with the sexton's assistance they secured entrance 
to the vault and opened the outer wooden coffin, whereupon »the top 
of the inner coffin of lead was sawed across the breast and the upper 
part taken off,» After it had been established, to the astonishment of 
the Rosicrucians, that Swedenboeg's mortal remains lay in the coffin, 
it was closed »as well as thev could. » 



' John Isaac Hawkins, born 1772, engineer and noted technical inventor, one of the 
first members of the New Church in London. Emigrated in 1848 to America, where he 
died in 1855. 

^ Samuel Noble, born 1779, one of the founders of the »Sociely for Printing and Pub- 
lishing the Writings of Swedeneobg». A beloved priest of the New Church in London from 
is 19 onwards. Editor of the Inldhcfual Ttepositonj for the Keir Clnurh. Died in 1853. 

" Robert IIindmarsh, born 1759, printer. Publisher of Swrdenborg's writings. The 
foremost of the organizers of the New GIuhtIi, and an enthusiastic preacher within the same 
at Saiford near Manchester. Wrote in 1824 — 3/1.: Bise and Progress of the Xew Jenmdem 
Church, which was, however, not published until 1861. Died in 1835. 
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Hawkins' very brief narration does not disclose anything further 
than what has been recounted, except that the stranger was a learned 
Swede^ and that the lid of the coffin was only laid on without being- 
fastened again. 

Some few days after the event just described, a new visit was 
made to the vault by five or six members of the New Church. Hind- 
MAESH, who was himself present, relates concerning this visit that after 
having assured themselves by the inscription that the casket contained 
Swedenboeg's corpse, the coffin was opened, upon which it was found 
that »the features were still perfect, the flesh firm and the whole coun- 
tenance» sufficiently well preserved to enable the observers to con- 
firm its absolute similarity to Swedenboeg's portrait. When Hind= 
MAESH »placed his hand on the forehead, he observed that the lower 
part of the nose gave indications of approaching decomposition. » »It 
was afterwards found that the whole frame was speedily be- 
ing reduced to ashes.» 

As to whether Swedenboeg's coffin was again at any time open- 
ed and examined during the years that elapsed until 1816, we know 
nothing, only that the vault was opened at least nine times to receive 
new coffins. It is clear, however, that it was the thoughtless opening 
of Swedenboeg's coffin about the year 1790, and the imperfect closing 
of the same, which made possible the theft in 1816 of the cranium, of 
which in the following chapter. 
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The period from 1816 to 1823. 

In the year 1816 (or possibly 1817) Emaxuel Swedenborg's skull 
was removed from the coffin in which it had hitherto rested. No com- 
munication concerning this seems to have been made public before 
the year 1S23. when the newspaper Times for the 30th of March 
contained a notice, altogether incorrect by the way, that Swedenborg's 
head, some time after his death, had been cut off and taken away by 
one of his disciples, but that a short time since it had, with all due 
ceremony, been laid back into the coffin. {Ap2)endi:i\ No. 2). The 
erroneous statements in this notice called forth three corrections in the 
same newspaper for the 1st, 4th and 5th of the following April. {Appen- 
(lix^ Nos. 3 — 5). The first two were sent in by the gentlemen mention- 
ed on page 8, i. e., by S. Noble and J. I. Hawkixs; the third was 
signed »Tertius interveniens», under which signature the officiating 
minister of the Swedish Church J. P. Wahlix^ is probably concealed. 
Other newspapers also seem to have occupied themselves with the 
matter, but judging from the comprehensive summary of the story in 
the above mentioned article in the Intellectual Repository^ 13 and in 
Hindmarsh's Rise and Progress lo, nothing essentially new seems to 
haAC been recorded. On the other hand certain details are supplied 
in the Minutes of the Church Council of the Swedish Congregation in 



' JoHAN Petter Wahlin, bom 1 786, theological decent in Lund. Swedish Legation 
preacher in London 1818 — 1830. Became doctor of theology and rector in Western Wing- 
aker 18.30, where he died in 1861. — Published in 1846 a work Dagslandor (»Ephemera]s»), 
containing scattered notes from his sojourn in foreign parts. In this work are printed in a 
Swedish translation the Times articles concerning Swedenborg's cranium, to which there is 
also appended a note by the publisher which is here reproduced in the Appendix, No. 5. In 
his translation of the article by »Tertius interveniens» the publisher has, among other things, 
changed the year of the theft from 1816 to 1817. 
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London for the -Ith of July, 1811), {Appmdix, No. 1), and by a com- 
munication from the son of Pastor \\'ahlin to R. L. Tafel. 32 (\'ol. II., 
p. 1207). 

Regarding the date of the theft the accounts are not fully in 
agreement. »Tertius inter\"eniens» gives 1S16, (compare however with 
the note on the preceding page), Haavkins the close of the year 1X17. 
The last mentioned year one also finds again in the article in the 
Intelledaal Repository, which, however, adds that the robbery occurred 
on the occasion of the opening of the vault for the reception of the 
body of Baroness Nolcken, ' widow of the Swedish Ambassador, which 
statement, most probably correct, makes it possible io fix the date so 
exactly as the beginning of the month of July in the year 1816. 

The motive for the theft is stated by Noble and »Tertius interve- 
niens» to have been phrenological interest; the person who removed 
the skull »did not admire SAVEDENBOEa, but Gall, and expected to fix 
the ortjaii of imagination beyond any doubt.» [Appendix, No. 4). 

Hawkins, again, thinks that the desire for gain was the cause 
of the crime, and names the thief directly as the Swede, Captain Lud- 
viG Geanholm.^ The latter had, according to his own avowal, at a 
burial in the Swedish Church, gone down into the vault, and when he 
observed that the lid of Swedenboeg's coffin was loose, determined to 
possess himself of the skull, and to sell it afterwards for a large sum 
to one of Swedenboeg's numerous foUoAvers He .lifted up the lid, took 
out the cranium, and bore it away, wrapped in a handkerchief. — He 
afterwards looked up Haavkixs and offered the cranium for sale, but re- 
ceived, to his disappointment, a decidedly negative answer. [Apjpen- 
dix, No. 4). 

* Mary von Nolcken, nee Roche, born 1744. Widow of Baron Gustaf Adam von 
Nolcken, born 1733, who after having been Swedish Ambassador in London, 1763 — 92, liv- 
ed as a private gentleman in Richmond, England, until his death in 1812. Baroness von 
Nolcken died July 2nd, 1816, and was buried July 9th of the same year in the vault of the 
Swedish Church in London, where her husband and a grandchild already had their resting- 
places, and where her son. Chief Lieutenant G. H. von Nolckf.n, was also interred, 1839. 

^ LuDviG Granholm, born 1769- As ensign in the Royal Swedish Navy he took part 
in the battle of Svensksund, 1789, receiving the medal for bravery and the appointment of 
lieutenant. In 1799 he resigned the lieutenancy and went into naval commerce. Lived after- 
wards in straitened circumstances in London, where he died on the 28th of January and 
was buried the 7th of February, 1819. The flowery address over the dead, customary in 
those days, which was, however, not made by Pastor Wahlin, is cited in part by Palmer in 
his MinneMad 20 (p. 104). 
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Granholm, it is said, approached, with equally little result, other 
members of the New Church, and therefore still had the cranium when, 
on the 28th of January, 1819, he died in poverty in London, after 
which the skull came into the hands of the Swedish pastor. Wahlin, 
Jr./ relates concerning this the following: »Dr. Wahlin in his ministe- 
rial capacity, and thus bound to secrecy, was called to a person on 
his deathbed, who confessed that he had taken Swedenboeg's skull 
out of his coffin on the occasion of a burial; that Swedenboeg's hair 
was still on it, which fact aroused the landlady's suspicion. After re- 
moving the hair, he desired to sell it to the sect in England; but on 
account of illness he was not able to execute the design. He delivered 
the skull to the pastor of the society. Meanwhile the matter got into 
the newspapers, and Dr. Wahlin received an offer of/ 500 for it, 
which he indignantly declined. » 3-2 (Vol. II., p. 1207). 

The somewhat aberrant account of the matter, given by »Ter- 
tius interveniens» (Pastor Wahlin), namely, that the skull was found 
among the effects of the deceased »culprit», and that its removal was 
prevented, »though claimed by the friends of the deceased abroad», does 
not seem to contain any direct denial of what was said above. 

Half a year after Geanholm's death, i. e., on July 4th, 1819, 
Pastor Wahlin announced the theft and the restoration of Swedenboeg's 
cranium at a meeting of the Church Council of the Swedish Congre- 
gation. The culprit's name was not mentioned at that time, but Pas- 
tor Wahlin afterwards indirectly admitted that it was Geanholm, when 
reproducing in his book Bagsldndor, 38 without any reservations, the 
above-mentioned article by Hawkins in the Times, where Geanholm is 
mentioned by name. At the meeting of the Church Council the skull 
was exhibited and Pastor Wahlin was requested to take charge of it, 
»that it might not again come into unauthorized hands. » [Appendix, No. 1) 

As to how Pastor Wahlin interpreted this commission, the pro- 
ceedings accessible report nothing. It is, however, certain that during 
the time antecedent to 1823 a skull, which was supposed to be Swe- 
denboeg's, was contained in the phrenological collections belonging to 
the renowned Member of Parliament, and ardent admirer of Sweden- 
boeg's works, Chas. A. Tulk^. It is not known when and how the 

* J. W. T. Wahlin, born 1817, son of Pastor J. P. Wahlin. Teacher of languages 
at Stockholm; died there 1871. 

^ Charles Augustus Tulk, born 1786. Member of the House of Commons, 1821. 
One of the founders of the London Society for Printing and Pubhshing the Writings of Sweden- 
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skull came into iiis hands; but it appears ivA unlikely that Pastor 
Wahlix, after the meeting of the Church Council, deposited it in Tulk's 
collections until such time as the \-ault should again be opened, which 
according to M'ahlin did not occur during his time of service until 
1823, when the cranium was restoi-ed to the coffin. {Appmdu, Xo. 51. 

Al the house of ^Ir. Tulk the famous sculptor J. Flaxman', 
among others, had an opportunity of examining the skull in the pre- 
sence of two other members of the New Church. This is referred to in 
Tafel's work 32 (\'ol. II., p. 555) as follows: »Flaxman examined the 
skull of SwEDENBORG- at Mr. Charles A. Tulk's in the presence of Mr. 
Clowes and Mi*. Clover, and he said: »How beautiful the form — how 
undulating the line here; here's no deficiency "Slw Clowes. » Smiling 
he said, »Why I should almost take it for a female head, were it not 
for the peculiar character of the forehead. » On the question of wheth- 
er a cast should be taken, Mr. Flaxman observed, that the skull 
was worthy of it for its mere beauty. » 

Furthermore, \'ice-Admiral C. R. Xoedexskjold^ writes to Ma- 
gister C. R. Hook of Karlskrona, in a letter especially important for 
this story, that dui-ing a visit in London he had himself seen in Mr. 
Tulk's large collection of skulls of celebrated persons the cranium of 
Swedenborg, remarkable in so many ways. 

The letter in question, which, through the offices of Mr. A. Stroh, 
has been received from the relatives of the Admiral, and which is here 
published for the first time {Appendix, No. 6), was written in 1S7(I in 
the TUth year of Admiral Nordensk.jold's life, and is based upon re- 
miniscences of more than 40 years before. It is therefore not to be 
wondered at if the author's memory has betrayed him in certain in- 
stances, and if, in some less essential details, as for example, the state- 
ment as to how Mr. Tulk had received the cranium, he differs somewhat 



BORG, 1810. Although greatly interested in the writings of Swedenborg he was not a mem- 
ber of the New Church. His orthodoxy was questioned by S. Noble in the Intellectual Re- 
pository for 1827. Died in 184.9. 

' John 'Flaxman, born 1755, celebrated sculptor. Professor in the Royal Academy 
1810. Member of the Theosophical Society and warm adherent of the doctrines of Sweden- 
borg. Died in 1826. 

^ Carl Reinhold Nordensk.jold, born 1701, Vice- Admiral in the Royal Swedish Navy. 
Took service as midshipman in the English Navy and took part in the battle of Gorufia, 1808. 
Was again in English service 1821—23, and rulurned to Sweden in April, 1823. Participat- 
ed 1825—27 in an expedition to Cartagena and New York and returned to Sweden via 
England in the middle of 1827. Died 1871. 
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from other narrators. Admiral Nohdexskjold ascribes the events re- 
counted in the letter to the year 1S27 instead of 1S23, which is clearly 
a mistalce. This follows unequivocally from the full biographical state- 
ments which are ,u;i\en in A. -Hammaeskjold's work on the Norden- 
skjold family 8 (pp. 32 and 17). and according to \A'hich Admiral Noe- 
DENSKJOLD visitcd Loudon as well during the spring of 1823 as during the 
year 1827, whereas, on the othei' hand, his relative, the Master of 
Mines and afterwards Minister of State, N. G. Noedenskjold ^^ whom 
the Admiral in the letter mentions having met in London, and who 
was the means of his becoming acqtiainted with Mr. Tulk, stayed in 
England only during the year 1823. 

That the cranium was replaced in the last-named year, is fur- 
thermore corroborated by the articles in the Times and Intellectual Re- 
■pository for 1823, and by a note in Wahlin's Dagsldndor {App(:ndii:, 
No. 5j, which relates that Swedenboe&'s cranium was on the 25th of 
March, 1823, replaced in the coffin in the presence of Mr. Tulk, the 
Master of Mines Noedenskjold and Pastor Wahlin. 

The most detailed account of the last-mentioned occurrence is 
gi\en in Adnnral Noedenskjold's letter; it is completed in some de- 
tails by the above-cited statements of the Wahlins, Senior and Junior. 
— After it had become known in Sweden that Swedenboeg-'s cranium 
had been taken out of the coffin, »a Swedish countess S»''', an enthusi- 
astic adherent of the doctrines oi Savedenbgeg and already previously 
acquainted with Tulk. turned herself to the latter with a moving re- 
quest that the cranium should be redeposited in the coffin. (According 
to »Tertius interveniens» the decision concerning this measure had al- 
ready been resolved upon before the lady's wish had become known.) 
The skull was, therefore, taken by the above-mentioned persons to the 
Swedish Chui-cli, on the 25th of March, where it was replaced in Swe- 
denboeg's casket, which contained »only a little dust, some hairs, and 
rags of the shroud», after which the lid was sci'ewed down. The leaden 
coffin was in such a condition that it could not be soldered, although 



^o" 



' Nils Gustaf Nordenskjuld, bom 179^. Master of Mines in Finland, 1818; received 
the title of Minister of State in 1845. In 1819 — ^23 he undertook a foreign journey, during 
which England was visited last. Died in 1866. — Nordenskjold was the father of A. E. Nor. 
DENSKioLD, the polar explorer. 

■^ Presumably Countess Margareth.-v Gatharina von Suhwerin, nee Ramsay, born 1776, 
after 1818 widow of the Master of Horse, Major General Adolf Ludvic, von Schwerin. Count- 
ess VON Schwerin died in Stockholm, lsrj8. 
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solderers were at hand. On the way to the church a maker of plaster 
casts was visited in order to ha^'e casts of the skull made. 

Wahlin, Jr., says concerning this: »Soon after on the occasion 
of another burial, when the vault was opened, the skull was redepo- 
sited. At that time a cast of the skull was taken in the presence of 
the pastor, a member of the Nordenskold family and the trustees. Only 
three casts were taken, with a moral obligation that their number should 





Figs. 3 — 4'. Reproduction of the plaster cast, talcen in 1823, of the skull replaced in Swedf.nborg's coffin. 

not be multiplied. One of these casts is [in 1869] in the possession 
of Mr. Wahlin in Stockholm; another is in Frugard in Finland in the 
possession of one of the branches of the Nordenskold family; and the 
third cast is in the possession, we believe, of another branch of the 
Nordenskold family in Sweden». 32 (Vol. II., p. 1208). 

The Frugard cast is still in existence; there is a reproduction 
of it (Figs. 3 and 4) in the possession of Professor Gcjstap Retzttjs of 
Stockholm, who has very kindly placed the same at our disposal for 
this investigation. 



The period from 1823 to 1908. 

Concerning the eighty five years which elapsed between the re- 
depositing of the cranium in Swedenboeg's coffin and the bringing home 
to his fatherland of the great man's remains, there is very little to relate. 

As early as 1823, the coffin, according to Pastor Wahlin's sta- 
tement in Bagslmdor [Appendix, No. 5), was badly ravaged by time, 
and when, in the year 1844, the Church Council of the Swedish Con- 
gregation on November 10th undertook an inventory of the burial vault, 
which was opened on the occasion of the burial of Mrs. Grill, a widow, 
it was stated in the minutes [Appendix, No. 7), that Swedenboeg's cof- 
fin was found to be half open and in a highly delapidated condition. 
I shall return later on to the examiiiation of the skull undertaken on 
that occasion, and need here merely mention that Baron C. a^ Wet- 
teestedt\ a member of the Church Council, offered to make a new 
casing for the coffin out of »marine metal» (probably some kind of copper 
layering used for sheathing vessels). This plan does not, however, 
seem to have been carried into effect, for on the 26th of October, 1853, 
the matter again came up in the Church Council, which then decided 
to have a new oaken coffin made for the preservation of the remains 
of Emanuel Swedenborg. [Appendix, No. 8). This was, in all proba- 
bility, the same coffin which still today encloses the leaden coffin. 

The right of depositing bodies in the vault was abolished by 
order of the King of England on April 15th, 1856. The last time that 
anyone was buried there must have been in 1852; the coffin then de- 
posited was taken up again in 1874 20 (p. 100), after which date the 
vault was not opened again until 1908. 

' Carl af Wetterstedt, born 1778. Barori; sublieutenant in the Royal Swedish Navy, 
afterwards Secretary to the Consulate in Tunis. Lived afterwards in London, where he died 
in 1855. 
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i: VAll.T BTiNEATH TmS (liCltCH 
AHE DEPOSITED TIIK MORTAL HEMAIN^ Ol \' 

^MA^UEL SWEDENBORG ' 

I THE MVEDISH nilLOSoPHER ANU rn^:()hOfu^ 

HE W.\S BOKIN ).\ STOCKHOJJir J.\N' 29" 10«8 

AS^O DIED I> LONDON MAKCil 29" 1772 

IN HIS 85"1£\K 

j mis t:\bletisekegted Iff avfioFHisEM^usnAmirRuns 

IN niE YEAH 1857 

BY ai'KdAL PEmnssiuy 




DE7VXA KyjUiA-S f.IUPHVALF. UWDEH ATJARET 
lOm'AHAS 
HE JOHBJSKA LEMNIMGAAWA 
AT 

PHIIXXSOPHEIV OCH THEOSOPHEN 

EMANl'EL SWEDENBORG. 



Until lSi57 no monument, not even any inscription in the church, 
had marked the spot wiiere Emanuel Swedenborg rested. In that 
year, when the first cycle of the 
new era which the followers of 
SwEDENBORG begin with the con- 
summation of the master's work, 
De Ultimo Judicio^ had come to 
a close, Mr. J. S. Hodson request- 
ed permission to place a memo- 
rial tablet with a suitable inscrip- 
tion in the church. Permission 
was granted by the Church Coun- 
cil on October 14th, 1857, [Appen- 
dix, No. 9), and a white marble 
tablet was placed on the southern 
wall of the ehvu^eh choir. 

Late in the year 1906, 
the president of the Swedenborg 
Committee of the Royal Acade- 
my of Sciences, Professor Custap 
Retzius, having heard of the re- 
moval of the Swedish Congrega- 
tion in London to the ^^'est End, 
and that the Chui-ch building might pig. 
be torn down in consequence, 
caused the Swedenborg Committee to approach the Royal Academy of 
Sciences with a memorial recommending the removal of Swedenborg's 
remains to Sweden. The Academy, viewing the recommendation with 
favor, thereupon approached the Swedish Government on the subject 
in Januarj^ 1907, which, after the consent of the British Government 
had been secured, resolved that the Swedish cruiser »Fylgia», retur- 
ning from foreign waters to Sweden in the spring of 1908, should carry 
the casket containing the remains of the great Swedish thinker to his 
native country. 

After the Swedish Legation in London had on March 4th, 1908, 
opened the grave, and a photograph of the vault had been taken, and 
after a preparatory examination of the coffin, which, according to the 
name-plates fastened on it, contained the remains of Emanuel Sweden- 
borg, had been made, a new oaken casket was procured, in which the 

Nova Acta Reg. Soc. Sc. Ups. Ser. 4. Vol. 2. N. 9. Impr. "Vio 1910. 3 





Meraorial tablet to Emanhei, Swedenborg in 
the Swedish Church in London. 



18 



J. V. HULTKRANTZ 



older coffin, properly sealed,, was deposited on April 7th. The minutes 
of these proceedings are printed in the Appendix, Nos. 10 and 11. The 
coffin was placed before the altar in the church, and an impressive ser- 
vice was held on the same day, after which the coffin was taken to Padding- 
ton depot and transported the same night by train to Dartmouth. On the 
following day, April 8th, the coffin was taken on board the Swedish crui- 
ser »Fylgia», where a number of members of the New Church were 
gathered to bid a last farwell to the remains of Swedenboeg. On the 
18th of April the »Pylgia» arrived at Karlskrona, where the coffin was 
borne in ceremonious procession to the Church of the Admiralty 30. 




Fig. 6. The Cathedral in Upsala. 

Several different suggestions had been made as to the place 
where the celebrated man's remains should find their final resting-place. 
SwEDENBORG had, of courso, spent the greater and most productive 
portion of his life in the capital of SAAeden, his birthplace, and for that 
reason many considered that he should rest there. Since it was ne- 
cessary that a definite burial place for his remains should be provided, 
before the authorities could decide to take final measures to have them 
transported to Sweden, by a donation of Mrs. Anna Hieeta-Retzius to 
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the Royal Academy of Suieiicos a burial lot to receive his coffin 
had been bought in Solna churchyard in the immediate vicinity of 
Stockholm, whei'c many of the most celebrated sons of the country 
already rested. The circumstance that Swedenboeg's father, Jespee 
SwEDBEEG, lay buried in Warnhem, argued in a certain measure in 
favor of this old church in Westrogothia, so rich in ancient memories. 
Nevertheless, because of a request from Upsala University and from the Ca- 
thedral Chapter of Upsala, and especially because of the exertions of Rector 
Heneik ScHtJCK and Professor Herman Lundsteom, the Government decided 
in favor of Upsala Cathedral, where Swedenboeg's noble and pious 
mother, Saea Behm, and 
his older brother, Albeetus, 
deceased in youthful years, 
had found a resting-place 
in 1696, and where Swe- 
denboeg's remains were 
no\\' to lie in peace by the 
side of such great geniuses 
as Cael von Linne and 
Olop Rudbeck, Sr. It was 
also in Upsala that Swe- 
denboeg's childhood and 
student years had been 
passed and where his in- 
terest for scientific research 
had first been awakened. 
At one o'clock on 
the 19thofMay, 1908, Swe- 
denboeg's casket \\'as re- 
ceived with great solem- 
nities at the Upsala railway 

depot, and borne in CeremO- Fig. 7. interior of the Cathedral in Upsala. 

nious procession through the flag-adorned city to the Cathedral, where it 
was temporarily placed in the Liewen-Bjelke chapel in the southern 
aisle of the church. (Fig. Sj. 

On the motion of J. F. Nysteom a proposal was introduced into 
the First Chamber of the Swedish Parliament, in February, 1909, to 
the effect that an appropriation of 10,000 kronor should be made to 
provide for a sarcophagus for Swedenboeg's remains in Upsala Cathc- 
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dral. After a considerable discussion, the Chambers passed the appro- 
priation by a joint vote taken after the P^astei- Holidays. 

The plans for the sarcophagus A\ere made by the Court Inten- 
dant GusTAF Lindgeen, in 1908, and it was later, in 1910, decided that 
the bronze medallion which is to adorn one side of the sarcophagus 
should be entrusted to the artistic skill of Professor Theodoe Lund- 
berg. — The dedication of the sarcophagus is to take place in Upsala 
Cathedral, on November 19th, 1910, just before the Bicentenary Cele- 
brations of the Royal Society of Sciences of Upsala. 




Fig. 8. Swedeotorg's casket iu the Liewen-Bjelke chapel. 



Critical Summary. 

A minute examination of the historical documents, referred to in 
the preceding chapters, makes it quite evident that there are diffe- 
rences in the various narrations; for example, the dates, the statements 
concerning the number of witnesses present on various occasions, con- 
cerning the motive for the theft, etc., are not absolutely in agreement, 
P'urthermore, in certain documents »Swede]S[boeg's coffin» is spoken of, 
in others two or three coffins are mentioned, etc. But, as I remarked 
above, these differences are easily explained when one considers that 
the accounts were for the most part Avritten several years or decades 
after the occurrence of the events, and that a number of them are 
based purely on hearsay at second (or third) hand. The agreements 
of the principal features in the course of the occurrences are, how- 
ever, sufficiently great to allow us, \\'ith comparatively great safety, 
to sketch the outlines of the story, whicli, with special regard to the 
identity of the cranium, may be summarized in the following manner: 

The triple coffin in \\4iich Emanuel Swedenboec4's body ^\'as con- 
tained, and which was deposited on April 5th, 1772, in tlie vault under 
the Swedish Church in London, was opened for the first time about 
1790, the motive being merely the satisfaction of certain persons' cu- 
riosity. At a visit to the vault shortly afterwards, undertaken for the 
same purpose, the relatively well preserved features of the face were 
found to be strikingly similar to the portrait of Swedenborg, by which 
the identity of the body could be determined. 

Although the coffin had not been satisfactorily closed after this, 
still there is no reason to suppose that any gra\e-robbery had been 
committed previous to 1816, when Ludvig Gea\holm, an ex-officer in 
the Royal Swedish Navy, possessed himself of the cranium for the 
purpose of selling it to some one of Swedenborg's followers. The cir- 
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cumstance that hair was at that time found still remaining on the cra- 
nium, argues for its genuineness, for had an exchange been made be- 
fore, there seems to be little likelihood that a cranium of the above 
description would have been employed. 

Just as little cause is there to doubt that it was this same skull 
which, at the death of Granhol^i in January, 1819, came into the hands 
of J. P. Wahlin. preacher of the Swedish Legation, and was by him 
exhibited to the Church Council half a year later. It would psychologi- 
cally be just as difficult to explain why Graxholm, if he had formerly 
succeeded in selling the cranium, should on his death-bed voluntarily 
have delivered another cranium to his spiritual adviser, as it would be 
to find any moti\-e for the latter's bringing the matter up before the 
Church Council and showing a false cranium, if he himself had, previ- 
ously, disposed of the genuine one, or if his purpose was to possess 
himself of the same for his own or some one else's benefit. 

But if we have now with relatively great probability been able 
to follow the vicissitudes of the cranium up to the year 1819, its fate during 
the following period rests in darkness. It is only as a guess that the 
surmise may be expressed that Pastor Wahlix, waiting for the opening 
of the vault, had deposited the skull, for the time being, in the phreno- 
logical collections of C. A. Tolk, M. P. The only thing we know is 
that Mr. Tulk, before 1823, showed to several persons a skull, which 
he declared to have been Savedenborg's, and that in the presence of 
Tulk and Wahlix, there \\"as deposited in Swedenborg's coffin, on the 
25th of March, of the aforementioned year, a cranium which was con- 
sidered to be the one which had been stolen. Any strong proofs that 
this really was Swedenborg's skull are, howcA'er, not to be found in 
the documents, and of course, one can not, a priori, absolutely exclude 
the possibility of an exchange having been made with another cranium, 
before this time. The historical facts, however, do not give the slight- 
est support to a supposition in the last-mentioned direction, and it ap- 
pears for several reasons more probable that the right cranium had 
been replaced in the coffin. 

To be sure, a collector's conscience is often rather capacious, 
but Mr. Tulk's position and his well-known unimpeachable character, 
do not justify our insinuating, without ^\'eighty cause, the suspicion that 
he had deluded his friends and fellow-believers and exchanged the ge- 
nuine cranium for a false one, which, after plaster casts had first been 
taken of it, he had deposited in the coffin of his doctrinal father. An 
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exchange, for that matter, oould hardly have been made without the 
knowledge of Pastor ^^^AHLIN, as the latter, who had before had the 
stolen cranium in his care, was also present when it was rede])0sited. 
In conclusion, I desire also to emphasize the excellent agreement, on the 
one hand, of the cranium now present in the coffin with the plaster east, 
still preserved, and, on the other hand, the description which the sculptor 
Flax:\[an gave of the skull which he saw at Tulk's home, and Avhich the 
latter would hardly have shown to his fellow-belie^'er if he himself had 
known it to be a substitute. I shall in what follows return again to 
this point. 

Finally, in regard to the later fate of the cranium, deposited in 
1823 in the coffin, w^e can with absolute certainty declare that the 
same cranium lies at this very day in the coffin. The above-named 
plaster cast of 1823, a reproduction of which has been at our disposal 
throughout the examination, agrees absolutely not only in size and ge- 
neral form, but even in the minutest details with the ci'anium now in 
the coffin. This Avill be sufficiently evident from a comparison between 
the figures 3—4 and 12-13. 



During the time which has elapsed since 1S23. when the theft 
of Swedenboeg's cranium had become generally known, doubts have, 
however, been repeatedly expressed as to the correctness of the facts 
above referred to. For the sake of completeness these objections may 
also be discussed here. 

First, then, it should be stated that Baron Beenhaed von Beskow, 
who gave a memorial address concerning Emanuel Swedenboeg 2 (p. 61), 
on January 24th, 1859, before the Swedish Academy, refers in a note 
to the rumor concerning Swedenboeg's skull, but that he, for his part, 
was not inclined to pin his faith to this story. He presents as reasons 
for this belief, partly the fact that no Swedish Minister's wife had died 
in London at the time in question, partly that he considers it impro- 
bable that »the officials of the church would have permitted the taking 
away of Swedenboeg's skull, and that a Swedish officer should, without, 
permission, have possessed himself of the same for purposes of sale.» 
Von Beskow seems, however, to have a knowledge of the matter only 
through Dr. hi. Tafel's brief reference 31 (IV. p. 311), and it seems to be 
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sufficient to refer to the above-stated data regarding Baroness von 
NoLCKEN, tlie particular conditions of the theft, as well as the ex-officer 
Geanholm's needy condition, to rob these objections of their force. 

Of more weight, however, are the doubts, which have from time 
to time been expressed regarding the genuineness of that cranium which 
was replaced in the coffin after the theft. An idea of this kind first 
appears in the minutes of the Council of the Swedish Church in London 
for November 10th, 1844:, (Appendix, No. 7), M'here it is reported that 
a Mr. In de Betou,' during an inventory of the vault, had carefully in- 
spected the skull in Swedenborg's coffin, and that he had found grounds 
for doubting its identity, »1) because within the head is a quantity of 
dust, which would seem to show that the skull had lain in the earth, 
2) because a piece of wood is to be seen, driven into the head, which 
seems to indicate that the dead man had lost his fife in some violent 
manner, and 3) because there is no mark to show that any cast had 
been taken of the face, as is stated in the minutes for July '4th, 1819, 
§8.»^ — This examination had evidently not been conducted with suf- 
ficient care, for, as will be further shown in what follows, the de- 
pressions at the base of the skull, without any doubt the same cra- 
nium examined in 1908, were found to contain unquestionable traces 
of gypsum. It may easily be supposed, under such circumstances, 
that the »dust», referred to as being within the skull, was mouldered 
and dried up brain substance, which is not infrequently of a color 
and consistency resembling actual dust. Again, as regards the piece 
of wood, it is possible that this was used when Granholm cleaned 
the cranium, or when the plaster cast was taken; in any case no in- 
jury was observed during our examination of the cranium whose na- 
ture made it probable that it had arisen on account of some violence 
undergone during life. The causes presented by In de Betou are thus 
in no wise sufficient to give occasion to the suspicion that the cranium 
was a substitute. 

The note from Carlson's Notices concerning the Sicedish Church 
in London 5 (p. 119), reproduced by Tafel 32 (Vol. II., p. 1207), that 



' JoHAN GovERT In DE Betou, bom 1810. Sublieutenant in the Svea Artillery Regiment, 
1833, afterwards in Varmland's Ranger Regiment; removed to London 1838, where he founded 
a Gymnastic Institute according to Ling's system; returned to Sweden 1851, and died 1854. 
He was churchwarden in the Swedish Congregation in London from the year 1840 onwards. 

^ See the note by »J. P. W.,» added to the minutes. [Appendix, No. 2). 
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»upon an examination made some years ago, on the strength of some 
scientific tests, doubts have arisen whether the skull deposited in the 
coffin \s-as the right one» refer, without doubt, to the above-mentioned 
examination by In de Betou. Taeel adds, however, at the place in ques- 
tion: »0n scientific oirouiids it is maintained that the skull which is 
now in SwEDENBOna's coffin is not a male, but a female skull, and that 
it is much too small to have been his.» What the basis of this state- 
ment is, I do not know, but it does not seem improbable that it can be 
traced back to Flaxman's above-cited utterance fp. 13), that the cra- 
nium examined by him in certain respects showed a feminine type. That 
the present skull is unquestionably that of a man will be shown in the 
latter portion of this work, from which it is clear that Taeel's state- 
ment does not agree with the actual conditions. 

Finally, there arrived in the spring of 1908, at the Swedish Le- 
gation in London, two letters from an English gentleman, Mr. R., in 
which he communicated that he early in the seventies knew an old 
antiquary in the East End of London, »generally a very veracious old 
gentleman,» who boasted of the possession of a human skull said to 
have been taken from the broken coffin containing the remains of 
SwEDENBOKG, during some excavations of the old church, and that doubt- 
less the skull could be traced in case of need. It was these letters, 
copies of which were forwarded to the Royal Society of Sciences in 
Upsala, which were the immediate cause of the present examination.^ 

Whereas, apart from the results which would be derived from 
an investigation of Swedenboeg's coffin, it seemed to be of some in- 
tei-est to learn what facts formed the basis for ]\Ir. K's communications, 
the Royal Society of Sciences sent a petition to the Royal Department 
for Foreign Affairs, that further information should be obtained through 
the Swedish Legation in London, and the Swedish Minister in London 
thereupon sent a communication concerning the matter in a letter of 
the 16th of August, 1909, to His Excellency the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, containing the following information: 

»Mr. R., who suffers from periodical mental disease, is confined 
in an insane asylum in . . . and is at times almost completely normal. 
At a visit, which one of the members of the Legation made at my com- 



^ These copies, as well as some other letters, bearing on the same question, but which 
on account of personal reasons it is not regarded as proper to reproduce here in extenso, are 
deposited in the archives of the Royal Society of Sciences in Upsala. 
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lission on Saturday, to . . ., situated about . . . kilometers from Lon- 
on, Mr. E. stated, when, after much difficulty, it was possible to ob- 
ain an interview with him, that he had seen, in 1869, at an antiquary's 
1 the East End of London, a skull which the said dealer declared was 
Iwedenboeg's, and which he was supposed to have bought from a grave- 
igger, who had found it when some coffins in the Swedish churchyard 
rere moved. Mr. R. would, however, under no considerations, disclose 
he name of this now deceased antiquary, or of his son, but explained 
liat he could only find him if he himself, accompanied by two ward- 
ns, could travel to London to make his investigations. 

»The physician at the institution where Mr. R. is confined, said 
hat it would be absolutely impossible to find out whether these state- 
lents of Mr. R. were true or only based on the circumstance of his 
aving perhaps at some time heard the theft of Swedenboe&'s cranium 
poken of and thereupon constructed this story to find some excuse 
3r getting out of the asylum. » 

When, therefore, there seemed to be no possibility of getting 
ny authentic information concerning Swedenboeg's skull from this 
ource, the Minister in London considered that nothing could for the 
resent be done for the solution of the problem. 

The information thus derived seems, however, to be sufficient 
3 reduce to a minimum the value of Mr. R's account. It is, namely, 
1 the first place clear that Mr. R., because of his insanity^ can in 
wise be considered as a reliable witness, and that there is direct 
ause to suppose that his story may have been fabricated. But even 
we assume that his statements are based on facts, and that a cer- 
ain antiquary, about 1870, had himself been convinced that he was in 
le possession of Swedenboeg's skull^ the more particular details of the 
tory make it most improbable that it was the genuine skull. The 
rave-digger must, namely, if this were the case, either have stolen 
before 1816 and have laid in its place another, which in its turn had 
een taken by Geakholm, or else, in some way, he had come into pos- 
ession of the genuine skull, stolen by Geanholm, in the place of which 
ither the last-named, or Pastor Wahlin, or Mr. Tulk had procured 
nother cranium which was deposited in the casket in 1823. After 
823, as above shown, it is absolutely certain that no exchange has 
iken place. It therefore appears much more probable (if, namely, Mr. 
-'s story be correct) that the grave-digger had deluded the old anti- 
uary into buying a false skull. 
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"\Miat has been said seems to be sufficient to prove that all the 
doubts concerning the genuineness of the skull, referred to above, rest 
on altogether too unstable foundations to be able, in the slightesl de- 
gree, to lessen the validity of those facts which have been discussed 
in the preceding historical investigation and which the following account 
of the anatomical examination will confirm still further. 



II. Anatomical Investigations. 



The opening of Swedenborg's coffin on May 29th, 1908. 

The triple coffin which, according to the name-plates fastened 
on it, contained the remains of Emanuel Savbdenboeg, was on the 29th 
of May, 1908, opened in Upsala Cathedral in the presence of represen- 




Fig. 9. Name-plate upon the lid of 
Swedenborg's casket. 




Fig. 10. Name-plate upon the head-end of 
Swedenborg's casket. 



tatives of the Royal Society of Sciences and of the Upsala Cathedral 
Chapter. With regard to certain details, reference is made to the min- 
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utes of the proceedings [Appendix, No. 12), for which reason only the 
most important points need here be treated. 

Upon the outer coffin of oak, which had shortly before been 
procm^ed in London [Appendix^ No. 11), being opened, it was found to 
contain an older, comparatively well preserved casket, also of oak, 
which is without doubt the one procured in 1853 [Appendix^ No. 8), 
vipon the lid and head-end of which were fastened the leaden name- 
plates reproduced in figures and 10, both bearing the inscription: 

The. 

Me I 

Hon: Email,: 
Swedenborg 

th h 

Died 29 Mar: 
1772. 
Aged 84. 
Within this coffin again there was found a leaden coffin, the lid 
of which was, for the most part, separated from the side-walls, and 
Avhich showed a fissure along the middle portion of the junction between 
the left side-wall and the bottom, through which a slight portion of the 
contents of the coffin had fallen out into the enclosing wooden casket. 
At about the height of the breast there were found on the lid of the 
leaden coffin four rivet holes, the same distance apart as the nail holes 
on the name-plate which sat at the head-end of the wooden coffin,' 
and within the square formed by the rivet holes, is seen an incision 
through the lid in the form of a \'. (Plate I., fig. 1). Other marks also 
indicate that the name-plate mentioned above had originally been fast- 
ened to the lid of the leaden coffin, and it seems likely that it had been 
loosened when the coffin was first opened, about 1790, and the incision 
made in this place in order that it might be hidden by the replacing 
of the name-plate. However, the opening made in this manner was 
clearly not in a position to show sufficiently the features of the face, 
still less large enough to allow the extraction through it of a skull, 
wherefore it is safe to assume that the Hd had become partially sepa- 
rated from the side-walls as early as about 1790, and in any case be- 
fore 1816. For half the length of the casket, measuring from the head- 
end, the edges also show a tarnished, oxidized surface, indicating that 

* The unessential difference of Va cm. in the one direction (Compare points 4 and 
19 in the minutes, Appendix, No. 12), seems clearly due to an inaccuracy in measurement. 
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the incision was made much earlier there than in the lower half, made 
April 7th, lOOS. {Api)emUx. No. 11). 

On that occasion also the layer of ^^■adding which now filled 
the coffin had been deposited. After the removal of the wadding (PI. 
I., fig. 2), there appeared at the head-end of the coffin a cranium and 
an upper arm bone from the left side, and in the middle and lower parts 
of the coffin some large and small pieces of decayed wood, which on 
account of their form could be assumed to date back to the original 
coffin, and to have been deposited there, probably in 1853. Under this 
lay a. relatively perfect skeleton, still partially enveloped in the remains 
of the shroud, of a brownish-gray color, and resting upon a lower layer 
of mouldered coarse saw-dust. (PI. I., fig. 3). At the head-end of the 
coffin were discoxered the tolerably well preserved remains of a pillow 
with a rounded depression, A-s'hich had probably arisen from the resting 
of the dead man's head on this spot. 

A close examination of these remains of the shroud, etc., which 
Professor Dr. G. Lageeheim of Stockholm has been kind enough to 
undertake, has yielded the result that the larger bits of wood were of 
elm (Ulmus), and the saw-dust of pine (Pinus silvestris): the remains 
of the shroud consisted of coarse and fine kinds of woolen cloth, 
whose partly decomposed and very fragile fibres showed no signs of 
having been colored. Certain pieces showed a bordered edge and 
holes regularly cut out, but no embroidery. The covering of the pillow 
was of coarse woolen cloth, the stuffing of wool with rather well pre- 
served fibres. Finally, in the upper end of the coffin, there was also 
found a little piece of cloth with an unmistakable knot, found to be of 
genuine Chinese silk, probably the remainder of a neck-tie. Some hairs, 
from 2 to 4 cm. long, Mere also found, which, after the microscopical 
investigation of Prof. A. Hamjiae, were proved to have undoubtedly 
belonged to a human being, and which because of the diffusion of the 
pigment seems to have had a pale red color. ^ 

' The supposition expressed in the 14th point of the minutes, that these hairs, as also 
the bits of cloth lying close to them, constitute the fragments of a wig, received no support 
upon closer examination. 

In regard to the color of the hair, it should be remembered that, according to the 
testimony of Shears.mith, his landlord in London, Swedenborg was »of a brown complexion* 
10 (p. 19(11, and his hair »was not dark, but approaching to a pale auburn.* 32 (Vol. II., p. 
554). »His hair had been a dark brown, but what he had left was by age become a dark 
gray.» 32 a (p. 17).— According to Librarian Gjorwell's description of Swedenborg's appear- 
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Of the parts of skeleton found in the casket, those belonging 
to the lower extremities and the right arm were eomparati\'ely well 
preserved and lay in their natural mutual position, if one makes alIoA\- 
ance for the slight dislocations which are bound to arise when the 
connection between the different bones is loosened and they sink down 
in the decomposing lower layer. The bones of the trunk and the left 
arm were more disintegrated; the breast bone, the clavicles, the upper 
ribs and the highest vertebrae of the neck had completely crumbled, 
so that their remains, with the exception of the dens epistrophei, could 
not be identified with certainty. 

Among the disintegrating remains in the upper part of the 
coffin were also encountered four brolien pieces of the lower jawbone, 
which were in precisely the s;ame condition of far-advanced decompo- 
sition as the surrounding parts of the sli;eleton, i. e., the bodies of the cer- 
vical vertebrae. The bones of the left arm, the lumbar vertebrae, the 
sacrum and the left innominate bone were displaced from their origi- 
nal positions, in the direction of the above-mentioned fissure between 
the bottom and the side-wall of the coffin. Some of the bones of the 
hand and forearm lay in the very opening itself and outside of it in 
the inner coffin of wood. Probably the left humerus, which, as was 
said, lay on top of the other contents in the head-end of the coffin, had 
also, on some occasion, when the leaden coffin had been lifted up, 
fallen out through the fissure and afterwards been replaced in the coffin. 

The for the most part natural position of the above-mentioned 
parts of the skeleton, belonging to the trunk and the extremities, and 
especially the circumstance that evident remains of the shroud still 
enveloped certain portions, especially the feet, indicate with considerable 
certainty that these parts, after the depositing and decomposition of the 
corpse, had not at all been displaced from their original position. Even 
the position and condition of the fragments of the lower jaw speak 
decidedly for their not having been previously taken out of the coffin.^ 



ance during the later years of his life; »gray hair protruded in every direction from under 
his wig » 32 (Vol. II., p. 403). Taking into consideration the fact that the quantity of pigment 
in the hair decreases in old age, but does not disappear before the hair is absolutely white, no 
contradiction is involved between the appearance of the hair discovered and the facts quoted. 
* Still further reason for this assumption seems to lie in the fact that the lower jaw- 
bone is missing in the plaster cast of 1823. Had the lower jaw been removed together with 
the skull in 1816, and then been redeposited in the coffin with the latter, this very impor- 
tant part of the head would certainly also have been included in the plaster cast. 
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There is therefore no reason whatever to doubt that the above-men- 
tioned parts of the sli:eleton really are those of Emanuel Swe- 
DENBOEG. Neither by the historical examination^ nor by the close 
anatomical investigation, has any fact been discovered, which can be 
considered to be opposed to such a conclusion. 

Again, as regards the skull, this, as was said, had its place at 
the head-end of the coffin, above the rest of the contents and resting 
on its basal surface with the facial portion turned in the direction of 
the coffin's head-end. It was relatively well preserved and exhibited 
neither on the inside or outside any remnants of mouldered substance 
worthy of mention; on the other hand, in the depressions of the skull 
were observed evident traces of gypsum. 

These conditions are quite satisfactorily explained by the histo- 
rical facts which have been discussed above. The less advanced de- 
composition of the skull may be ascribed to the fact that the cranium, 
which had not lain in the coffin during the years from 1816 to 1823, had 
been less subjected to the influence of damp air and surrounding decay- 
ing matter than the other bones (for instance the lower jaw and cervical 
vertebrae) which lay in the same part of the coffin. The absence of 
decaying matter which adhered to other parts of the skeleton, may be ex- 
plained by the skull's having at some time been cleaned, and the pre- 
sence of gypsum by the fact that a plaster cast had been made in 1823. 

It appears from what has been said ^bove, that the observations 
made when the coffin was opened do not in any point dispute, but, on 
the contrary, may be considered to confirm those conclusions to which 
the historical investigations have led, but nevertheless the chief point 
itself, namely, whether an exchange of the cranium could possibly 
have occurred before 1823, has not thereby been brought into clearer 
light. It was therefore necessary to undertake a minute anatomical 
examination of the skull, in order, if possible, to find some positive 
proofs, or at least some further grounds of probability, for the suppo- 
sition that it had actually been SwEDENsoEa's, or — if not, to get some 
proofs to the contrary. 

For this purpose the cranium and the remains of the lower jaw- 
bone were taken the same day to the Anatomical Institution in Upsala, 
where measurements were made and photographs and plaster casts 
taken. After this had been accomplished the objects were taken back 
to Upsala Cathedral on June 13th and deposited in the coffin, which 
was then closed and sealed. {Ajipmulix. Nos. 14 and 15). 
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With regard to the skeletal parts oi the trunk and extremities, 
there seemed, under existing conditions, to be no need of a more de- 
tailed anatomical examination of them, for which reason we confined 
oursehes id an inquiry into their general type and the existence of 
anomalies or pathological alterations, and to taking measurements of 
the length of the larger bones of the extremities. This was done on 
the spot, when the coffin was opened, and the bones wci'c immediately 
afterwards redeposited in the casket. 
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The Skull. 

The cranium lying in the coffin of E^ianuel SwEDENBOEa is shown 
on Plates II. and III. The photographs were taken with a camera having 
a focal distance of 2-1 cm., after a careful orientation of the cranium 
according to the German horizontal plane (»Prankfurter ^'erstandigung»). 
Geometrical outline drawings were further secured by means of a diop- 
ter, and are here reproduced in the text-figures 11 — 13, in V2 size. 
The most important anthropological measurements and the indices cal- 
culated therefrom are brought together in the accompanying Tab. I. 

The cranium is of a dark grayish-brown color and is rather 
much decayed, especially in the lower parts and on the left side. The 
external layer of the outer table is peeled off in several places, this 
being especially the case on a falciform surface enclosing the left fron- 
tal eminence, which on this account appears more prominent and re- 
sembles a flat exostosis. This appears especially well on the photo- 
graphs of the plaster casts, figs. 3 and 14. In several places on the cra- 
nium there are defects which ha^•e clearly arisen through external 
influences. On Plate III., fig. 2, is thus seen a large irregular hole, with 
a transverse diameter of 2.6 cm., on the left side of the occipital bone, 
and, on fig. 3 of the same plate, two holes, about a centimetre in size, 
on the squamous portion of the left temporal bone. The middle por- 
tion of the zygomatic arch on the same side is missing: the wall be- 
tween the sinus maxillaris and fossa canina is perforated on both sides (PI. 
II., fig. 1). The inner wall of both orbits, and the lo^^'er and outer walls 
of the left, are defective; the vomer and the turbinate bones are for 
the most part missing. The lower parts of the nasal bones are some- 
what injured; the styloid processes are broken and the under sur- 
face of the occipital condyles, as well as the edges of the alveo- 
lar processes, are partly Avorn away. The points of both mastoid 
processes ai'c lacking, and conse<iuently their pneumatic cells are 
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opened.' The sqnaiiKnis siiiiires on both sides are somewhat scpai'Hlcd, 
causiuii; the upper edge ot the temporal bone io protrude two or three 
millimetres from the plane of the pai'ietal bone. All these changes are 
unquestionably of a post-mortem nature; no signs have been ol)sei'\'ed 
by us which could indicate any violence experienced during life, sus- 
picion of which has been expressed (see page 2-1). Neither have any 
changes in the skull tlue to disease been noticed; it ought especially to 
be observed that the inner side of the skull, which was carefully searched 
with the help of a laryngoscope, did not show any exostoses or other 
pathological changes. The finding of traces of plaster in the depres- 
sions at the base of the cranium has already been mentioned above. 

^^'ifh regard to its general form, the cranium in question may 
be characterized as a well-shaped skull, of medium size, with mesati- 
cephalic and chamaecephalic brain-case and relatively small facial ske- 
leton of medium breadth. 

First, in regard to the three principal dimensions, the greatest 
length (192 mm.), and the greatest breadth (l.jO mm.), may be regar- 
ded as large rather than small, while the diameter of the height (130 
mm.) must be considered as being decidedly low. Calculating the re- 
lation between the above measurements, a length-breadth index of 78. is 
is obtained, which places the cranium in the mesaticephahc group, 
somewhat nearer the border of the brachycephaly than of the dolicho- 
cephaly. The length-height index is only 67. 7i, and therefore pronoun- 
cedly chamaecephalic or platycephalic. The inconsiderable height of 
the cranium will be still more apparent if one considers the breadth- 
height index, which is only 80.67. 

Judging from the given linear measurements in the several planes, 
one would expect to find the horizontal circumference comparatively 
large, but the sagittal and transverse circumferences of about medium 
size. Such is also the case; the former measurement amounts to 536 
mm., the latter are, respectively, 3S8 and 315 mm. One may likewise 
predict that the capacity of the brain-case will no( greatly exceed the 
average volume, and, upon measuring with peas, it proved to be about 
1500 cub. em. 



' The reproduction of the plaster cast of 1823 shows that the injuries on the alveolar 
processes and on the mastoid processes partly date from the time after that year. The 
rest of the great injuries were already in existence when the piaster cast in question was 
made. Again, the left zygomatic arch on the original cast socms to have been broken, before 
the reproduction was taken. 
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I shall now pass over to a more minute description of the dif- 
ferent parts of the cranium. Scon from above, (Text-fig. 11 and PI. 
III., fig. 1), the brain-case exhibits a symmetrical, broad oval outline on 

which the well developed pa- 
rietal eminences are plainly 
marked, while the frontal emi- 
nences are very slightly pro- 
nounced. The form agrees 
best with the »typus sphenoi- 
des» proposed by Seugi, or 
the »forma cuneato-ovata» of 
the older authors. The sagit- 
tal suture is almost wholly 
obliterated. The coronal su- 
tm'e is somewhat indistinct in 
its middle portion; below the 
temporal line, the highest point 
of which is about 59 mm. from 
the median line, it is comple- 
tely obliterated. The incon- 
siderable height of the cra- 
nium is apparent from the 
side-view (Text-fig. 12 and 
figs. 3 on PL 11. and ffl.). The 
profile of the forehead conti- 
nues rather slantingly above 
the well pronounced superciliary ridges, with a somewhat sharper 
turn at a height level with the frontal eminences, up towards the re- 
gion of the vertex, where the highest point of the curve lies about 3 
em. behind the bregma. At the lambda there is a moderate bathro- 
cephalic projection, below which the occipital bone projects outwards 
and downwards more than usually, its convexity being quite great 
also below the inion. The relatively great development of the back 
of the head is also evidenced in the comparatively important part 
taken by the occipital bone in the formation of the sagittal circumfe- 
rence. The curve of the occipital bone (136 mm.), namely, occupies 
more than V's (35. i °/u) of the entire distance from the root of the nose 
to the foramen magnum. In this connection should also be mentioned 
that the height of the skull-eap (Schwalbe's »Kalottenhohe>) is 10!) mm. 




Fig. u. 



Geometrical outline drawing of the skull, 
from above, V2 size. 
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The fcieial skeleton appears rather small m relation to the brain- 
I'he nasion-basion line forms with the horizontal lino an angle 
of about 21°, the profile-line again an angle of about 86", from which 
it will be seen that the cranium is markedly orthognathic. The mea- 
surements in the middle plane (compare Table I.) show no notewoithy 
divergences from the usual condition. The pterion is of normal appear- 
ance with almost altogether obliterated sutures. 

The temporal plane sho^^•s a rather evident fossa alaris (Schwalbe 
•2s(, bounded by prominences of which, especially on the left side, 
the superior frontal (corresponding to the 3rd frontal gyrus) is fairly well 




Fig. 12. Geometrical outline drawing of the skull, profile, '/« size. 
The Jotted line shows the reconstructed profile of the face. 

developed. The s(iuanious suture makes a rather sharp angle in its 
middle portion. The orifice of the external auditory meatus is round- 
Even when looking at the cranium from behind (PI. IT., fig. 2) 
one observes the slightness of its height. The boundary between the 
almost vertical side-walls of the cranium and the upper parts, which 
show a tendency to roof-shaped flattening, but no keel nor ridge-for- 
mation, is marked by the well developed parietal eminences. The con- 
tour-line of the basis cranii is in the norma occipitalis downwards bow- 
shaped, with a depression in the middle. The lambdoidal suture is only 
preserved in its middle portion and shows medium strong teeth but 
no Wormian bones; the suture becomes more and more indistinct to- 



8S 



J. ^'. HULTKEAXTZ 



wai'ds the sides, in disappear altogether in its lateral parts. The middle 
part of the superior curved line is rather sharply pronounced, the muscu- 
lar ridges of the occipital bone being otherwise moderately developed- 
'on the basal surface of the cranium (PI. III., fig. 2) it may be 
noticed that the foramen magnum is relatively small, folioform, with 
the point at the back; the condyles, whose forward ends somewhat 
approach one another, seem, on the other hand, to have been rather 
large. The mastoid processes have also been well developed. The 
jugular foramen is considerably wider on the inght side than on the 
left; a special emissary foramen for the inferior petrosal sinus was 

found on both sides. The gle- 
noid fossae for the lower jaw 
are quite large; the pharyn- 
geal tubercle well developed. 
The choanse are of medium 
size. 

In a face-view (Text- 
fig. 13 and PI, II., tig. 1) the 
slight breadth of the frontal 
region is especially striking. 
The shortest distance between 
the temporal crests is only 
92 mm. and its relation to 
the greatest cranial breadth 
is expressed in the unusually 
low parieto-frontal index of 
61. 33. The frontal bone has, 
as before said, feeble emi- 
nences and is moderately 
arched. The glabella project fairly over the root of the nose and the 
superciliary ridges are well developed in their medial parts. 

On account of the defective condition of the lower jaw and the 
injuries to the alveolar processes and the left zygomatic arch, the pro- 
portions of the facial skeleton may be determined only approximately. 
The upper facial index (according to Kollmann) may be calculated at 
50.. by which it stands exactly on the border between chamaepro- 
sopy and leptoprosopy; the index of the entire face was probably mo- 
deratly chamaeprosopic. The breadth fi-om one zygomatic arch to the 
other is indeed slight in relation to the maximum breadth of the ci'anium, 




Fig. 13. 



Geometrical outline drawing of the sl:ull, 
en face, V2 size. 
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but is, on the other hand, quite the c<intrai'y in relation to the breadth 
of the forehead. The orbits are fairly open, the orifices being rhombi- 
cally rounded, with the longitudinal axis situated obliquely and a hypsi- 
conch index of 01^. n. The uppei- orbital margins are somewhat thick and 
prominent, but not overhanging; the space between the orbits medium 
large. The nasal index is leptorhine (46.3); the ridge of the nose, which 
at the root shows a distinct depression belo\\' the glabella, forms in the 
upper, still preserved part, a slightly concave curve, which below ap- 
pears to pass over to a convexity. The sutures between the bones 
of the face for the greater part persist. 

The alveolar processes of the superior maxillary bones are com- 
paratively well preserved, and form an elliptical bow. They possess, 
in spite of their free edges evidently having been somewhat injured 
after death, a height of 1 to Vji cm. from the plane of the hard 
palate. Thus no remarkable senile atrophy is present; the spongiosa 
seems, however, more than ordinarily porous. The palatal index amounts 
to about 71.74 and is thus leptostaphyline. 

None of the teeth of the upper jaw remain, but several more 
or less well preserved alveoles indicate that there were still some teeth 
remaining at the time of death, or in any case that they were not 
lost long before death. ^ On the left side are found only the traces of 
the alveoles of the canine, and of the two incisors, the back part of 
the alveolar process of the same side showing a broad, rather level 
surface. On the right side again, towards the back, there are found 
three little shallow, but well preserved alveoles for separate roots 
of the molars and bicuspids. In the anterior part there is, besides in- 
distinct remains of the alveoles of the incisors, a well developed alveole 
of the canine, whose outer wall, however, is defective. In the afore- 
mentioned reproduction of the plaster cast of 1S23 (page 15). it is 
e\ident that there then was an eye-tooth, strong, but worn all the way 
to its neck, which tooth consequently has been lost after 1S23. It may 
further be seen on the plastei- cast that this tooth had two different 
facets of detrition, both facing obliquely outwards, the upper one reach- 
ing rather far up on the outer labial side of the tooth. I shall later 
return to the important conclusions which may be drawn from this. 

' According lo J. C. Cuno, quoted by Tafel 32 (Vol. II., p. 450), S\VEiiE>:noRG, at 
the age of 81 years had related that his teeth had begun to grow anew. The most probable 
explanation seems to be that it was only the roots of the lost leeth, which after having been 
overgrown by the gum, had I'eappeared on the atrophy of the latter. 
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There were also found in SwedenbokCt's coffin, as has been 
mentioned, four small broken pieces of a lower jawbone, imbedded 
with the other remains in the upper part of the casket. The breaking 
apart of this bone probably oceurr<'d. in spite of all caution, at the 
time of the taking out of the contents of the coffin, for, notwithstanding 
that the pieces of bone were greatly disintegrated and extremely 
brittle, the surfaces of the fractures were so well preserved that they 
could, with absolute exactitude, be fitted into one another. After the 
fragments had been thoroughly soaked in a solution of shellac, to in- 
crease their strength, it was possible to join them together, upon which 
it became clear that they composed the chin, and the greater part of 
the side portions of the lower maxilla, whereas only inconsiderable 
remains of the ascending branches were preserved. The greatest 
breadth of the object was 103 mm., the distance from the chin to the 
line of connection between the posterior ends, 72 mm. The height of 
the body of the jawbone, whose aheolar process is relatively well 
preserved, varied between 23 and 27 mm. As appears from the 
photographic reproductions (Plate IV., figs. 1 — 4) this lower maxilla forms 
a comparatively sharp angle. The lower edge makes a relatively lai^ger 
bow than the upper, for which reason also the last-mentioned has 
evidently, together with the teeth, been directed somewhat farther 
inwards towards the tongue than is ordinarily the case. On the right 
side the alveolar ridge shows unquestionable remains of some teeth, 
namely the canine and the bicuspids, possibly also the first molar, 
and on the left side some hollows, probably derived from the alveoles 
of the canine and bicuspids. The foramen mentale is seen on the 
left side and the remains of the external oblique line on both sides. 



The bones of the trunk and extremities. 



The skeleton contained in tlie coffin is evidently tliat of a person 
of normal proportions but of relatively small bodily size. The rather 
well developed muscular ridges on the bones give to them a deci- 
dedly masculine type. 

No noteworthy divergences from the normal conditions of form 
were observed except on the sacrum, which consisted of six vertebrae 
and showed a sacral canal which was open backwards for the entire 
extension of the bone (spina bifida), and on which a part of the arch 
of the uppermost vertebra is not fused with the rest of the ^•ertobl■a. 
Both anomalies first mentioned are by no means rare. The occurrence 
of six sacral vertebrae has been observed by different authors at a fre- 
quency of from 12 % (Radlauee, 22) to 35.5 ^/o (Paterson '21), and an 
open sacral canal, which is the normal condition with children up io 
about the 6th year of life, is an arrest in development which seems to oc- 
cur in adults in about one case in 20. (3n the contrary, the absence 
of a connection between the arch and the body of the first vertebi-a, or 
perhaps more correctly, between the two centres of ossification in the half 
of the arch in question, is comparatively scarce. No symptoms during life 
need have been caused by these anomalies, and the same is probably 
true of some little exostoses^ found on the fourth sacral ^'cr(ebra, and 
situated towards the sacral canal. 

The bones had a very porous structure and relatively slight weight, 
which appear to be explainable as senile changes, quite natural, if one 
considers Swedenborg's advanced age (84 years). A number of small 
osteophytes on the vertebras and on the articular ends of some of 
the bones of the extremities may also be classed as senile changes, 
or possibly as the consequences of chronic rheumatism (arthritis). For 
the rest, no traces of pathological changes were obsei'\ed. Neither 
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do there exist, so far as I know, any statements of Emanuel Swedex- 
boeg's having suffered from any disease which could produce any vi- 
sible alterations in the skeleton. 

The measurements of the bones of the extremities, made in 
connection with the investigation of the coffin, were chiefly conducted 
with a view to giving information as to Swedenborg's stature, for 
which reason only the length dimensions of the bones were taken. 
The results obtained are collected in the first column of Tab. II. The 
left forearm was not in a condition to enable the taking of exact 
measurements. The second column in the same table contains the 
values of the body-length corresponding to the figures in the first co- 
lumn, calculated according to Manouveiee's ^^ metod. This author 
has on the basis of measurements of corpses, made by Dr. E. Rollet 
■27 of Lyons, calculated the proportions between the length of the bones 
of the extremities and the length of the entire body, and set up tables 
in which the last-mentioned measurement can be directly read off from 
the measurements of the individual bones. The probable error in these 
calculations, according to Manouveiee, amounts to only about 3 cm., 
and when one has opportunity to draw one's conclusions from all or 
at least from the most of the bones of the extremities of the same 
individual, the result ought, of course, to be still more certain. 

Several objections might be made to ^Ianotjveiee's calculations: 
this, however, is not the place for any critical examination of them, 
but it ought to be sufficient to call attention to the point that it cer- 
tainly does not follow that the bodily proportions of the men of 
Southern France fully correspond to those of Swedes. However, since 
we do not possess any similar investigations of other races, we must 
fall back upon Manotjveiee's tables, and must content ourselves with 
the observation that the disparity of the bodily proportions between 
the different European peoples is, in any case, not so very great, and 
of course only approximate values can come into question. 

It is evident from Tab. II. that the figures for the body-length 
are very different, according to whether one bone or another is taken 
as the basis for the calculation. The left humerus, for instance, gives 
a calculated body-length of only 1620 mm. while the thigh bone of 
the same side gives 1685 mm. Taking the average of all the figures 
in the second column, a value of 1647 mm. is obtained, which there- 
fore ought to represent Swedexboeg's approximate body-length. Now, 
howe^'er, Maxouveiee"s tables refer to measurements taken after death 
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and in lying position, and as it lias been found by repeated experi- 
ments that living persons in a lying position are 1 to 2 cm. longer 
than when standing, and as it is furthermore probable that the re- 
laxation of the muscles and joint connections A\hich takes place after 
death increases the length slill more by some millimetres;, it is plain 
that, if we regard the length during life and in upright position, 2 cm. 
at least must be subtracted from the figures given above, by which 
Swedenborg's body-length would have been between 1.62 and l.es metres. 
For reasons into which I cannot here enter, I am inclined to believe 
that ^Ianouveier's tables in a case of this kind furnish a value which 
is somewhat too low, but that nevertheless the stature of Swedenborg 
did not in any case exceed l.es metres. 

A further support for the calculation made I find in the circumstance 
that the leaden coffin, which measured 184 cm. in length, evidently 
had been not inconsiderably larger than the corpse laid therein. In 
the pillow, which had evidently not been removed from its original 
position, a round depression was seen, which had manifestly arisen 
through the pressure of the head resting upon it. This depression was 
situated at a distance from the head-end of the coffin, which I ocul- 
arly estimated to have been nearly 2 decimetres. It could further be 
concluded from the position of the heelbones, which had manifestly 
also not been displaced, that the feet had not quite reached to the 
foot-end of the coffin. 

According to the body-length thus calculated (l.es m. at the 
most), Emanuel Swedenborg must be regarded as having been a rather 
short man, compared with present-day conditions. It should be men- 
tioned, for the sake of comparison, that the average length for the 
adult Swedishman in our days is fully I.72 m., and that among the men, 
21 years of age, measured at the military enrollment during the years 
1907 — 8, (whose growth, however, was certainly not completed), there 
were only 12.7 °/o having a length below l.es m. Still, the average 
length in Sweden has, during the last decades, been steadily increas- 
ing^, and it is therefore quite probable that in the 18th century it was 
not inconsiderably lower than at the present time. The conclusion at 
which we have arrived regarding Savedenborg's body-length seems 
under such circumstances to be in fair agreement with CuNo's state- 



' Investigations lately made by me, but not yet published, have shown that the average 
length among Svi^edish conscripts since 1887 has increased more than 2 cm., and since 
about 1840 more than 4 cm. I have not had access to any similar material from older times, 
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ment -a (Vol. II., p. 450) that he was »of middle 8tatiii-e». But, on 
the contrary, it does not agree well with a statement of Collin that 
SwEDEXBORc; was of a »tall and erect stature» 32 (Vol. II., p. 423j, nor 
with Sheaesmith's testimony lo (p. 106) in which Swedenboeg's 
length was valued at »about five feet nine inches», /. e., about 175 
cm. It may, however, here be observed that these testimonies were 
not given before 1817 and 1801, respectively, consequently several 
decades after Swedenboeg's death, and that they probably refer to the 
length of the body with shoes included. 

A further investigation of the figures given in the table, brings to 
light, first, that the thigh bones are comparatively long (at least relatively 
to the proportions of present-day Frenchmen); secondly, that a notice- 
able disparity exists between the bones of the two sides. The right 
humerus is about 7 mm. longer than the left, while in the case of the 
lower extremities the figures show a difference amounting to 2 — 3 
mm. for each bone in favor of the left side. There exists therefore a 
crossed asymmetry of the extremities of the type which, according to 
Hasse & Dehnee and others, is found in the majority of male indi- 
viduals. The difference in length between the bones of the lower ex- 
tremities also agrees with the most usual conditions, whereas that be- 
tween the two humeri is relatively considerable. The great prepon- 
derance in favor of the right arm may in some measure indicate that 
SavedenboeCt was right-handed, for the investigations of the last-named 
authors have shown that pronouncedly left-handed individuals, almost 
without exception, have a longer left than right arm. 



How do the general characteristics of the cranium agree 
with the supposition that it is Swedenborg's? 

In order to pass judgment on the question as to whether the 
above-described cranium is really Emanuel Swedenboeg"s or whether it 
is a substitute, deposited in the coftin in place of the stolen skull, it 
is first -necessary to find out whether the anatomical characters of its 
sex and age, and racial characteristics \\hich may be present, agree with 
the assumption that it is genuine. 

That the ci'anium in question is masculine and is ihat of a 
person of advanced years there is not the slightest doubt. Its size 
and general type speak at once for the male sex; the protruding gla- 
bella, the well developeti superciliary ridges, the thickened upper edge 
of the orbits, the relatively slanting for(?head with its slightly develop- 
ed eminences, the high position of (he temporal lines, the powerful 
mastoid processes, the projecting linea nuchas and the relatively large 
condyles, are all characteristics of the male cranium. The great dif- 
ference between the minimal forehead breadth and the breadth at the 
level of the zygomatico-frontal sutures, which according to the investi- 
gations of Prof. E. Glasok is also a criterion of the masculine sex, 
should also be mentioned. Indeed^ hardly a single one of the enume- 
rated characters could by itself be regarded as an absolute proof, but 
when they all point together in the same direction, and not a single 
specific feminine characteristic is present, one may with safety assert 
that the cranium is that of a man. The circumstance that the brain- 
case — in perfect agreement with the characterization by the sculp- 
tor Flaxman, quoted above, page 13, of the skull shown to him — 
through its »beautiful form» and »undulating line» is somewhat 
suggestive of the feminine cranial type, can not be considered as a 
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proof against the correctnes-i of the conclusion arrived al. as the in- 
dividual \'ariations in this matter are exceedingly great. Flaxmax 
himself does not seem to ha^-e doubted that the cranium was Swe- 

DENBORa's. 

With regard to the question of age, we must confine ourselves 
to the condition of the sutures, of the alveolar processes and of the 
teeth. The complete obliteration of the sagittal suture, and the very 
far advanced ossification of the coronal and lambdoidal sutures, an- 
nounce with the strongest probability that the slvull is that of a man 
over 50 years of age, and are in no wise in disagreement with the 
assumption of an age of 84 years. The same is true with regard to 
the state of the teeth. Pathological conditions can, of course, produce 
just as great a loss of teeth even in manhood and youth, but the 
great detrition of the right e>e-tooth, which may be observed in 
the plaster cast of 1S23, furnishes a strong proof of the tooth's 
ha\ing serAed during quite a long life. Remarkable is the fact that 
the alveolar processes do not exhibit still greater atrophy, but this can 
so much the less be regarded as a proof of a less advanced age of 
life, since the same conditions obtain in the lower jawbone, which, 
after what has been shown above, seems, upon good grounds, to be 
genuine. 

We could hardly expect to derive any assistance in the solution 
of the problem before us from a search into the characters which, 
with more or less reason, are supposed to be racial attributes, because, 
on the one hand, we do not know of anj- anthropological pecuharities 
which make possible the distinguishing^ with any reasonable degree 
of probability, of a Swedish skull from the great body of other Euro- 
pean crania; on the other hand, Emanuel Swedex'bgeg was not of 
unmixed Swedish stock. He descended, as is known, on the paternal 
line from a probably genuine Swedish family, dwelling in Dalecarlia, 
whereas his mother, Sara Behm, whom according to accessible port- 
raits and historical data. Swedexboeg resembled much more than his 
father, belonged to a family which had immigrated from Germany in 
the 16th century. Quite pure Swedish blood, therefore, did not flow 
in SwedexboeCt's ■\-eins. but as to whether and in what measure he 
had inherited bodily characteristics from his foreign ancestors, it is of 
coui'se impossible to determine. 

However, it appears to me that there lies a certain interest in 
making a comparison between the more important anthropological 
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measurements of the cranium in question and of Swedish crania in 
general. (See Table II1.|. I have chosen, as material for this compa- 
rison, in the first place, a collection of male crania from tlie Cathedral 
and from old burial places in Upsala, which have not been used since 
the close of the iSth century. These crania, it)S in number, thus 
date back to SwEDENBORa's own times and the immediately precedin,^ 
centuries. For the measurements of these skulls my thanks are due 
to the Amanuensis G. X'allentin, who has made far-reaching, as yet 
unpublished investigations of the cranial material in the Anatomical 
Museum in Upsala. Besides this. I have included in the tables some 
50 crania of masculine type from gra^'es of the stone, bronze and 
iron ages from different parts of Sweden, measured and described by 
G. Retzius in his work Crania Snecica Arifiqiia 21 (with an Appendix -ir,). 
For the calculation of the mean values I am myself responsible. Be- 
sides the mean values, there are also incorporated in the table the 
maximal and minimal values within the se\eral groups. 

In the first place, it will be seen from the table, that the measure- 
ments of the cranium present in Swedenbgrg-'s coffin fall, without ex- 
ception, within the Hmits of variation of Swedish crania, and that the 
deviations from the mean values of these latter, can in general not 
be regarded as very great. The anthropological measurements thus 
give us, in any case, no cause to doubt that our cranium is of Swedisii 
nationality. The table further ,<;-oes to prove that the length and the 
circumference in the horizontal plane of our skull, and, in still greater 
measure, its transverse diameter, exceeds the average for both 
groups, whereas its height is not inconsiderably lower than their ave- 
rage height. 

The length-breadth index of our cranium (TS.is) exceeds the two 
average indices, presented in the table, by from 3 to 4 units. These 
indices are both dolichocephalic, if also quite near the border of the 
mesaticephals; our cranium is mesaticephalic and stands somewhat 
nearer to the brachycephals than to the dolichocephals. That no great 
weight should be attached to this difference, is clear from the fact 
that about 15 °/o of the Upsala crania, and 22 °/o of the prehistoric 
crania, have a larger index than the present skull. In this connection 
it also deserves to be mentioned that according to the calculations of 
Prof. G. Retzius in Anthropologia Suecica 26 the cranial index for 
Swedish men of 21 years of age at the present day is on an avei-age 
75.8r,5 and that 31 7o of them possess an index of 7S. or more. 
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Again, in tlie matter of capacity, our cranium with its 1500 
cub. cm. makes no notewortliy departure from the average value for 
the prehistoric crania, but exceeds that of the Upsala crania by some- 
what more than 100 cub. cm. 5-1 °/o of the former, but only about 
17 °/o of the latter, ha^e the same or greater capacity. 

If, on the other hand, we compare the cranium before us with 
the averages obtained through the elaborate researches of Broca, 
^ilANOUVRiEE, and others, into the cranial capacity of European peoples 
of the present day, and in formei- times, which in general vary be- 
tween 1500 and 1600 cub. em., this cranium can barely be regarded 
as of medium size. This is the more remarkable since the theory is 
often maintained that intelligence and brain-volume stand in immediate 
connection with one another, and one should thus expect to find that 
SwEDENBOEG had a particularly large brain, and consequently a more 
than usually capacious skull. If the said theory were fully justifiable, 
then the moderate size of the present cranium would certainly involve 
an effective cause for doubting its identity, for which reason the 
question must here be briefly discussed. 

The determination of the capacity of the crania of individuals 
especially noted for their intelligence has hitherto been undertaken 
in a very few cases only. In a classification made in 18N3 by 
^^'ELCKER 34 it was proved that in 9 out of 11 such cases the capacity 
was 1500 cub. cm, or more, and that only 2 crania possessed a capa- 
city below the last-mentioned number. The latter were the skull of 
Daxte (1493 cub. cm.) and of the anatomist Ph. Fr. Meckel (1338 
cub. em.). The second place in the first category is occupied by Im. 
Kant, with a cranial capacity of 1730 cub. cm. — Some further cases 
have been published since that time, but the number is too insignificant 
for the computation of any reliable average, or for the drawing of any 
sure scientific conclusions. 

A somewhat more abundant store of material has been collected 
for the clearing up of the question regarding the weight of the brain 
in persons of varying intellectual development. Spitzka 29 has 
found an average brain-weight of 1473 gm. in nearly a hundred 
renowned men, referred to by name, and from a classification by 
DrjEseke c, who used principally the same material, it may be cal- 
culated that about 70 "/o of those men had a brain-weiaiht of or 
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more than 1400 gm., and only 30 °/o had a lowei' weight.' The figure 
mentioned, 1400 gm., appears to be the average weight for European 
male brains, without regard to social position, etc.; — the figui-cs from 
different places var\' between 1316 and 1433 gm. As concei-ns the 
cranium found in Swedenboeg's coffin, one may, on the basis of several 
in^■estigations by Bolk 3, Reichaedt 23 and others on the relation of 
bram-weight to cranial capacity, estimate, with very considerable 
probability, that it had contained a brain whose weight during its 
greatest vigor was not less than 1350 gm. and not more than 1450 
gm. As will be seen, this agrees quite well with the given average 
weight 1400 gm. The cranium, consequently, can not have been that 
of a person with an unusually large brain. 

This appears, perhaps, at first glance, to diminish the probability 
of the cranium in question having been Swedenboeg's, but a closer 
examination of the facts renders the unquestionable result that in this 
case they do not possess any value as negative testimony. This is not 
the place for an exhaustive critical review of the theoiy regarding the 
dependence of intelligence upon brain-volume; it will be sufficient hei'e 
to emphasize that from different directions (Retzius^ Reichaedt and 
others) strong protests have been made against such hasty conclusions, 
which neither rest on sufficiently comprehensive material nor have 
been arrived at with the proper criticism and necessary regaid to 
sources of error, which are in such investigations just as difficult to 
avoid as they are easy to point out. But even if \\'e assume that the 
above-cited figures are quite correct and universally apphcable, and 
thus that the brains and crania of the majority of eminent men are 
above medium size, there still remains a sufficiently large number of 
well observed cases proving that a relatively moderate development 
of the brain in respect to quantity has not been any hindrance to a 
great development of the intellectual powers; examples are given in 
the note below. A priori it also seems quite probable that a fine, well 
adapted organization of the brain-substance is of greater value for the 
higher intellectual functions than a mere increase of its volume. 

' Disregarding a very questionable statement regarding Cromwell's brain-weight (2231 
gm.), the figures vary between 2012 gm. (Turgenjeff) and 1198 gm. (Gall). Among the 
higher figures may further be mentioned Cuvier (1830 gm.), and among the lower Gambetta 
(1314 gm.). 
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If one furthermore takes into consideration that the size of the 
cranium and the brain undoubtedly stand in a certain relation to the 
size of the body, and that Swedetstboeg's stature, as shown above, was 
rather small, and also that the cranium contained in the coffin, in 
comparison with the older Upsala crania with which it should in the 
first place be compared, is in no wise small, but rather large, I do 
not think that anything may, from a scientific point of view, be opposed 
to the possibility that Swedenboe& had a brain which could ha\-e been 
contained within the compass of the skull before us. 

Neither does it appear to me that the form of our cranium can 
lead to any scientifically founded doubt as to its authenticity. It is of 
course a very common theory that the higher intellectual functions are 
chiefly localized in the frontal lobe, and it may therefore arouse a cer- 
tain suspicion to see that the frontal region of the cranium is relatively 
less developed than the back of the head. As, however, it is impossible 
to determine on an intact cranium the boundary between the frontal 
and parietal lobes of the brain, it is an utterly A-ain undertaking to 
judge of the relatiAC development of the different parts of the brain 
from the external shape of the skull. We must unfortunately abstain 
for reasons of piety from a cross-sectioning of the cranium, which 
would have made possible a study of the reliefs on the inner side. 
That a high grade of intelligence is fully compatible with a relatively 
feeble development of the anterior portion of the brain-case is apparent, 
among other cases, from the description by Kupper & Bessel Hagen i« 
of the skull of Immanuel Kant, whose frontal region, as far as one is 
able to judge from representations and measurements, exhibits a very 
great agreement with the corresponding part of the cranium in Swe- 
denboeg's coffin. Kant's skull, like the one before us, is relatively 
low, but in other respects exhibits essential differences; it is consider- 
ably broader and shorter, consequently more brachycephahc (Index 88.5), 
and, as is evident from the figures furnished above, it is more than 
200 cub. cm. more capacious. 

One may with quite great probability conclude from the external 
relief of the temporal region, described above on page 37, that the 
third frontal gyrus of the brain was relatively well developed, especially 
on the left side. It ought therefore to be mentioned that Gall locates 
in this part of the brain the mechanical as well as the musical talents, 
and that SwEDENBOuct, in both these respects, was richly endowed. 
The whole question is as yet too uncertain, even if the points in que- 
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stion of (1\ll's docirine have to some extent been supported by later 
researches, (Mcebius 19 and Aueebach i), for the fads here mentioned 
to be regarded as an argument that the cranium is that of Swe- 
denboeg. 

Our investigation of tlio general characters of the cranium has 
consequently not yielded any direct proof of its genuineness, which, 
for that matter, Cduld hardly be expected. The only positi\'e conclusion 
we can make is that the sliull is that of a man advanced in years; 
but on the other hand nothing was encountered to stand in the way 
of his being of Swedish nationality and })0ssessing a preeminent genius. 
Hitherto no facts have come to light which contradict tlie 
supposition that the cranium is that of Emanuel Savedenboeg. 



Do the skull and the skeleton belong together? 

Inasmuch, as Avas shown above, there seems to be no doubt 
that the other parts of the skeleton contained in the casket are those 
of Emanuel Swedenborg, and as there is good reason to suppose that 
the same is also true of the remains of the lower jaw, the whole 
question of the authenticity of the cranium would be solved if only we 
could prove its connection with the lower maxilla and the remaining 
skeleton. 

Had the first cervical vertebra or the articular processes of 
the lower jawbone been preserved, it is not unlikely that one might 
have been able to derive almost conclusive evidence from some cha- 
racteristic agreement in the form of the corresponding articular sur- 
faces, that the bones are those of the same individual, or, on the con- 
trary, on account of a difference in dimension, for instance, to abso- 
lutely exclude such a possibility. 

Since, however, the atlas as well as the condyles of the lower 
maxilla are entirely destroyed, all that remained was to investigate 
whether the fragments of the lower maxilla which were preserved 
could perhaps afford some other argument for or against their belong- 
ing to the skull. 

It should then, in the first place, be remembered that the con- 
siderably slighter disintegration of the cranium, compared with that of 
the lower maxilla, as well as of se\'eral other parts of the skeleton, 
in no wise contradicts the assumption that the bones are those of 
the same individual, since this condition is quite satisfactorily explained 
by the historical data. (See page 32). 

A close comparison of the lower maxilla with the superior maxil- 
lary bones of the cranium before us shows that a good agreement 
exists both in respect to size and form. The alveolar processes are 
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just about as well preserved in both, neither exhibiting any marked 
senile atrophy; and, so far as <ine can judge, e\en the leeth seem t(t 
have been in about the same state of preservation. The arch formed 
by the row of teeth may be described as comparatixely narrow in 
both the upper and lower jaw; the former shows a more elliptical, the 
latter a more parabolic form, a condition quite normal, and the devia- 
tion is not greater than usual. 

To enable me to judge of the matter more exactly, I made a 
reconstruction of the missing parts on a plaster cast of the fragment 
of the lower jaw. The modelling was done free handed and with the 




Figs. 14—15. Plaster cast of the skull witli the reconstructed lower jawbone. 

guidance of a number of lower jawbones of older individuals from the 
collections of the Anatomical Museum, and employing as a particular 
pattern the lower maxilla of a man, about GO >ears of age, who in re- 
spect to the condition of the teeth and alveolai' processes exhibited 
strong points of similarity to the subject for my in\estigation. No com- 
parisons, on the contrary, were instituted A\'ith tiie cranium from the 
coffin, noi" was the slightest attention paitl to the measurements which 
had been made. When the reconstruction was completed it was found 
to fit together surprisingly well with the cranium, onl\ a very slight 
correction in the position of the articular processes being necessary. 
Figs. 14 — 15 show a reproduction of the plastei' casts of the cranium 
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and the reconstructed lower maxilla in their natural mutual position. 
Compare PI. IV., tig. 5, which showy the original skull and the lower 
jaw fragment. 

The circumstances discussed above seem to prove beyond a 
doubt the possibility that the skull and lower maxilla are from the same 
individual, and even in some measure to argue for the probability that 
such is the ease. Any positive efficiency as proofs can, nevertheless, 
hardly be ascribed to the above circumstances, as the question was 
only concerning the general characters of the maxillae, which in this 
case did not differ greatly from the ordinary type. 

An argument of much greater value may, ho^vever, be extracted 
from the relation of the teeth. Attention has already been called above 
to the fact that the skull in question, at the time when the plaster 
cast was taken, in the year 1823, still retained the right eye-tooth, 
that its crown was worn off almost all the way to the root, and that 
it showed two facets of detrition facing obliquely outwards. I con- 
sider it allowable to draw from the last-mentioned facts the con- 
clusion, that the cranium had a more than usually protruding lower 
jaw; it is, namely, well known, that as a rule the eye-teeth, as well 
as the incisors, of the upper jaw, jut somewhat forewards over the row 
of teeth in the lower jaw, for which reason they are only slightly sub- 
jected to detrition, and this principally on their inner side. 37 But it is 
not less important in this connection, that the far-advanced wearing 
of the eye-tooth in this case could not have taken place, if the oppo- 
site teeth of the lower jaw, namely, the canine and the first bicuspid 
of the same side, had not been preserved very far into old age and 
enabled its use for chewing during a long succession of years. If we 
now take a glance at the fragment of the lower maxilla before us, we 
find that this exactly answers to the demands just made, for it still pre- 
serves manifest remains of the canine and the bicuspids on the right 
side (PL R'., figs. 1 — 2). The strong disintegration of the object unfor- 
tunately makes impossible a closer study of the facets of detrition on 
these teeth, but even their presence in the highly decayed row of 
teeth very strongly supports the supposition that the cranium and the 
lower maxilla belong together. 



How do the physiognomical characters of the cranium agree 
with the portraits of Swedenborg? 

To identify, with only the guidance of portraits of a deceased 
person, the sltull which has been his during life, is, in most cases, a 
very difficult undertaking. Undoubtedly, even crania possess individual 
characteristics, which may at times be ^"ery strongly marked, but on 
account of the soft parts which clothe all parts of the bony frame, and 
on account of the hair, which conceals a great part of the contour 
lines of the head, these characters are seen only in a greatly m'odi- 
fied form in the hving face, while, on the other hand, the greater part 
of the details which in the latter cooperate to form the characteristic ge- 
neral image, such as the more delicate features around eyes and mouth, 
color tints, etc., is not at all represented in a death's-head. It is almost 
exclusively the relative proportions between the different parts of the 
face and the relief itself of the rather limited parts of the facial skele- 
ton, upon which the overlying soft parts are of slight and relatively 
uniform thickness, which can be the object of a direct comparison. 

It is also self-evident that in an investigation of this kind the 
conclusions must, as a rule, be drawn with a certain reserve. Even 
in cases where a fully satisfactory agreement is found between the 
comparable characters of a cranium and a death-mask or a portrait, 
one must also reckon with the possibility of two different individuals 
having crania of precisely the same type. Only in exceptional cases 
can one arrive at an absolutely sure result, and that only in a nega- 
tive respect, that is to say, if one can firmly establish that the pro- 
portions of the given cranium and of the representation are so diffe- 
rent that the former could not without violence to the anatomical relations 
be fitted into the contours of the latter. Of course, for a conclusion of 
this kind, the absolute rehability of the representation must be guaranteed. 

The comparison will, of course, be easiest and surest if there 
be at hand a successful death-mask of the person who is the object of 
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examination. The chances of error are in such a ease, if not altogether 
excluded, at least considerably lessened, and besides the relative mea- 
surements, one can then deal with the absolute dimensions. The death- 
masks also constituted the most ^-aluable testimony both when Kaxt's 
skull was in ISSO identitied by Kupfer & Bessel Hagex i«, and in the 
investigations of Haydn's skull' by Taxdlee published in 1909. sz 
It was likewise a death-mask, Avhich, on account of its faulty agree- 
ment with a cranium, supposed to have been Sr-niLLEn's. caused A\^elckee 
34 & 36 to declare that this cranium was not genuine. 

A good sculpture is also an especially valuable comparative 
material in an identification, since such a likeness of course allows of 
a much more perfect investigation of the different proportions than the 
one which can be made on the basis of plane representations, espe- 
cially if these are not both in profile and en face. 

We possess unfortunately neither a death-mask of F^maxtjel Swe- 
DENBOBG, nor any sculpture which was made during his life. The busts 
and medallions which exist have all been made long after his death 
and only on the basis of existing portraits, and as. unhappily, no pro- 
file portrait or silhouette of Swedenboeg is known, the sculptural works 
must, as to certain details, be regarded as purely products of the ima- 
gination, possessing not the least value as testimony beyond what is 
furnished by the en face portraits. 

Numerous oil portraits and engravings of Swedekboeg exist, but 
I believe that only seven of them can be regarded on more or less 
good grounds as possibly having descended from his times, and thus as 
being based upon direct observations. Three of these portraits are 
well known before, namely. Beenigeoth's engraving in Swedenboeg's 



^ Quite peculiarly, in both the cases mentioned, there existed on the cranium, as well 
as on the death-mask, a characteristic asymmetry of the nose, which served as further proof 
of the genuineness of the cranium. 

In Tandler's paper the adventures through which Haydn's skull had passed are also 
narrated. These resemhle so much the history of Swedenborg's cranium that I cannot re- 
frain from briefly mentioning the chief features. — A few days after Haydn's burial in 1S09. 
his grave was opened by some persons with phrenological interests, who cut off the head, 
which was then skeletonized and incorporated in a private collection. When Haydn's coffin 
was in 1820 transported from Menna to Eichstadt, it was discovered that the head was 
missing. The police officials succeeded in tracking down the culprits, who, hard pressed, turn- 
ed over a false cranium, which was deposited in Haydn's coffin. The possessors of the 
original cranium willed it at their death to the Musical Gduservatory in Vienna, where, after 
still more rambles, it was placed in the year ISO.o and where it is still preserved. 
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Principia Rerum Naturalium of 1734, (PL V.), Beandee's portrait in tlie 
Northern Museum (Nordiska Musect) in Stockholm (PI. VI.), wliieh pro- 
bably was the basis for the so called »Bed-chamber portrait* and nu- 
merous other copies and engravings, and the famous portrait by Pehk 
Krafft, Sr., in the Gripsholm collections. (PI. VII.). Both the last- 
named date back to the period just before 1770. Less well known is 
a portrait existing in at least two copies at Upsala and Gothenburg, 
respectively, which is supposed to be attributable to Sir Joshua Reynolds. 
(PI. MIL, fig. 1). Furthermore, there are two portraits in Stockholm, 
not before reproduced, namely a ei-ayon by an unknown artist, in the 
Northern Museum, (PI. VIIL, fig. 2), and an oil-painting, signed »L. B.», 
belonging to Director ?]. Rosenlind. (PL VIIL, fig. 3). Finally, there 
exists a portrait by de LoaTHEEBOUEG, owned by C. B. Bragg, Esq., 
of Birmingham. (PL MIL, fig. 4). As all these portraits possess a cer- 
tain value for the question which at present engages us, and since it 
seems, even for other reasons, to be of interest to have all the known 
original portraits of this great man collected in one place, they have 
here been reproduced in phototype in the plates at the close of this 
work. Mdi'e detailed information concerning the aboAe portraits is 
communicated in the supplementary hst of portraits of Swedenborg by 
Mr. A. Strgh [Appendix^ No. 16), where also are reproduced as text- 
figures two other portraits, which, being rathei- doubtful, and moreover 
dating from Swedenborg's younger days, are not of the same interest 
for the question in hand as the above-mentioned portraits. 

Even a hasty glance at the portraits before us shows that they 
exhibit important differences, partly of such a character that they can 
not be explained by the supposition that the paintings date from diffe- 
rent periods of Swedenborg's life, but must undoubtedly depend either 
upon defective ability on the part of the artists, or else that they, con- 
sciously or unconsciously, have accentuated special features at the 
expense of others. To give but one example of such divergences be- 
tween the different portraits it may be mentioned that the color of the 
eyes on the copies of Reynolds' portrait is brown, but on all the rest, 
blue.^ It is of course impossible to decide which of the portraits most 

^ Just as contradictory, for that matter, are, on this point, the statements by Swe- 
denborg's contemporaries. J. C. Cuno, of Amsterdam, speaks of »his smiling blue eyes» 32 
(Vol. II., p. 445), while Shearsmith asserted that they were »of a brown-grey, nearly hazel 
and rather small, » 10 (p. 196) or »grey, approaching to brown» 32 (Vol. II., p. r)5;)). 
Perhaps it is most probable that they were of an undecided, shifting color. 

Nova Acta Reg. Soc. Sc. Ups. Ser. 4. Vol. 2. N. 9. Impr. 'Vii 1910. 8 



58 J. V. HULTKRANTZ 

resembles SwEDENBORa and which ought therefore in the first place 
to be made the basis of comparison with the cranium. The Principia 
engraving of 1734 (PI. Y.) was declared by J, C. Cuno, who, how- 
ever, had not become acquainted with Swedenboeg before 1708, to be 
»still perfectly like him, especially in respect to the eyes which have 
retained their beauty, even in his old age.» 32 (Yol. II., p. 453). Mar- 
tin's engraving from Braider's portrait (PI. Yl.) was considered by Ge- 
neral TuxEN, who had known Swedenborg personally, to be »a 
remarkable likeness». 32 (Vol. II., p. 1198). The portrait by Krafft (PI. 
Vn.) is undoubtedly the most beautiful and artistic, but it does not 
necessarily follow from this that its fidelity to ihe original is greater 
than that of the others. The portrait signed with the initials »L. B.» 
(PI. MIL, fig. 3) is again, from an esthetic point of view, less satisfactory, 
but gives instead certain indications of having been painted with great 
care and piety. 

Under such circumstances we must, in our comparative exami- 
nation, try to take all the portraits into consideration, and the first 
thing is then to determine what features are to be found in all the 
likenesses or at least in the greater number of them. In the first 
place, it seems to me to be common to all the portraits that the eyes 
are open, which speaks decidedly for the orbits being relatively high 
and their upper margins not specially drooping; further, that the 
region of the zygomatic arch is somewhat protruding when compared 
with the temples; finally, that the nose is rather straight and that the 
chin plainly protrudes and is relatively narrow. All these features are 
embodied in the description of the cranium furnished in this work. The 
shape of the eye-sockets and the considerable preponderance of the 
zygomatic breadth over the minimal forehead breadth, and the con- 
clusion which we were able to make on the basis of the condition 
of the eye-tooth in the plaster cast, namely, that the lower jaw had 
been rather prognathous, should here again be cafied to mind. 

The agreement between the portraits and the cranium, as to 
the points in question, is thus evident, but in some other respects it 
must be admitted that a certain divergence seems to dominate. On 
the one hand, the forehead is in general rather high on the portraits 
and appears to be powerfully A^aulted, while on the skull it was de- 
scribed as relatively slanting and with feebly developed eminences. 
On the other hand, the root of the nose sjiows, on the cranium, a con- 
siderable depression below the glabella, while, on the contrary, espe- 



The Moktal Remains of Swedenboeg 59 

cially Keapft's portrait seems to indicate a forehead profile which is 
continued without interruption into the ridge of the nose, that is, the 
portrait indicates a Greek profile. 

Regarding this departure it should, however, in the first place, 
be mentioned, that in en face pictures,- neither the degree of sloping, 
and the vaulting of the forehead, nor the depression between the fore- 
head and the nose, or, on the whole, the relief conditions of the profile, 
come to a plain and correct expression, at least if the lights are not 
especially suitable for this purpose, and also that the position of the edge 
of the hair, and even the hair-dressing itself, greatly influence our 
conception of the dimensions of a forehead. I shall soon have the 
opportunity of showing a striking example of the influence of these 
factors. Furthermore, it seems by no means improbable that the »0]ym- 
pic» arching of the forehead, which is especially manifest in the copy 
of Beandee's portrait kept in the Royal Academy of Sciences, with or 
without purpose has been sharply accentuated to indicate the sublime 
thinker and seer Swedenboeg. Evident exaggerations, just in this 
direction, we find in certain likenesses of Swedenboeg of later periods 
(for instance in Peeston Powees' well known bust). Regarding the 
Greek profile in Keafft's portrait, even this could be a kind of »licentia 
poctica». According to the esthetic conceptions of former times, the 
Greek nose was supposed to give the impression of »freedom from 
the passions», of »equilibrium between intelligence and sensuality», 
traits of character which an artist might well desire to introduce into 
his likeness of Swedenboeg. 

What I have said may possibly be regarded as an illegitimate 
attempt to explain away the contradictory arguments in the demon- 
stration. To protect myself from a charge of this kind, I need only 
call to mind the fact that the porti'aits can in no wise be regarded as 
accordant witnesses, but that, on the contrary, the last-mentioned phy- 
siognomical features on respectively Beandee's and Keafft's portraits 
are much less or not at all pronounced on several of the other por- 
traits. These discrepancies of course greatly reduce the ^^alue of the 
testimony furnished by each individual portrait, in respect to details, 
and I therefore do not hesitate to say that in general the portraits 
and the cranium agree fairly well with each other. 

This conclusion, however, rests chiefly upon a quite subjective 
valuation of similarities and differences and it was therefore desir- 
able to subject the question to more objective proofs, which was done 
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partly by projecting, by means of a camera, images of the cranium on 
the various portraits, partly by attempting to reconstruct the missing- 
soft parts upon a plaster cast of the cranium. 

The projections were made by attaching a copy of the portrait 
in question on transparent paper to the visual plate of a camera, after 
which the plaster cast of the cranium was placed in front of the camera 
in such a position and at such a distance that its image on the visual 
plate as nearly as possible corresponded to the features of the portrait. 
In this position, either the contours of the cranium were carefully out- 
lined directly on the portrait, or else a photograph of the cranium was 
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Fig. 16. Contour-lines of the sl^ull, fitted into 

the engraving by Bernigroth in Principia 

Berum Naturalmm. 




Fig. 17. Photographic projection of the 
cast of the sJiuU on the crayon portrait. 



taken without changing the setting of the camera, after which the 
plate so obtained was copied on the same sensitive paper as the photo- 
graph of the portrait. 

The results of these attempts at projection, of which examples 
are given in figs. 16 and 17, seem to me quite satisfactory. The di- 
vergences between the contours of the cranium and those of the por- 
traits are not greater than that they might have arisen from the artists' 
having worked free handed, and partly from the latters' probably not 
having seen the original of the portrait at exactly the same visual 
angle as that at which my camera took the image. 
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Si ill more illustraiive results are obtained by llic method of re- 
construction, by which one, so to speak, clothes the bony frame anew 
with its enveloping layers of skin, nmscles and other soft parts. 

Apart from the paleontologists' attempts to reconstruct the soft 
parts on the skeletons of fossil animals, to thus gain an approximate 
conception of the shape and proportions of these animals during life, 
this method has first been used by W. His ii & n for the purpose 
of identifying the skull of Johann Sebastian Bach. In this case it was 
desired, while digging for building opei'ations in the St. -lohannis Church- 
yard in Leipsic, 1894, to try to find the forgotten burial place of Bach, 
and to secure any remains which might be preserved. Guided by certain 
old statements, suspicions had been directed to a special place and a 
particular skeleton, for A\hich reason a minute examination of the cra- 
nium belonging to it was entered upon. After this examination had 
brought to light that the skull, in point of age, sex, etc., might be the 
genuine one. His commissioned the sculptor C. Seffnee, to model a 
bust of Bach upon a plaster cast of the cranium, with the guidance of 
existing portraits, and taking especial care that the layer of clay corre- 
sponding to the soft parts should have a thickness in agreement Avith 
established anatomical measurements. The experiment Avas a complete 
success, rendering a highly important support to the supposition that 
the skull really was Bach's. 

The plastic reconstructiA^e method has. so far as I knoAv, on no 
other occasion served for the direct identification of crania', but it Avas 
used by Kollmann u on a cranium of the stone-age, by Furst 7 on 
a mediaeval skull, and by Merkel 18 on a prehistoric and an Australian 
skull, chiefly in order to control the practicability of the method, which, 
moreover, has been further developed and perfected! especially by Koll- 
mann. According to his directions, which I principally folloAved, there 
are built, on certain fixed spots on a plaster cast of the cranium, little 
pyramids of plaster Avhose height must be in exact agreement AAdth 
the average thickness of the soft covei'ing in the corresponding places, 
after which the soft parts are modelled in clay or some other plastic 
material, strict care being taken that the points indicated by the tops 
of the pyramids shall lie level Avith the surface of the future image. 

In order to make use of this method, one must know the thick- 
ness of the soft covering parts on the various regions of the head. 

* Plane profile reconstructions, on the contrary, have been made for the same pur- 
pose by Welcker .35. 
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Radier extensive investigations have been made on this subject by 
Welckee 34, His 12, and Kollmann 14, on in all more than iOO bodies 
of adult individuals, chiefly of the male sex. I haxe myself undertaken 
similar measurements on a number of corpses, partly to test the correct- 
ness of the statements, partly because I wished, for the gaining of 
further certainty in my reconstruction, to secure a greater number of 
fixed points than what were used by the above-mentioned authors. 
Since it has been shown that sex and age, as wefl as wasting dis- 
eases, exercise a considerable influence upon the thickness of the soft 
parts, and this in varying degree on different parts of the face, I con- 
sidered it to be most exact to use only measurements derived from older 
men enjoying i-ather ordinary nutrition. The figures given on Tab. IV., 
which I employed in my reconstruction, thus represent for the most 
part the average Aalues calculated from the individual measurements 
of His and Kollmann of 15 corpses from 5,5 to 78 years of age and 
of the male sex. 

It is quite evident, and is also proved by the original figures, 
that those parts of the head where the bony frame is covered only 
by the skin and a thin layer of connecti>"e tissue or muscles, show 
the least individual differences. This is the case in regard to the fore- 
head, the ridge of the nose, the edges around the eye-sockets and the 
zygomatic arches, in which places the greatest deviations from the 
average in either positive or negative direction generally amount to 
only 1 or 2 mm. (in exceptional cases to 2.3 or 2.5 mm.). The angle 
between the septum of the nose and the upper lip, as well as the 
point of the chin, also have a very constant position in relation to the 
underlying bone; tlais seems also to be true of the position of the wings 
of the nose, and, although in a somewhat lesser degree, of the lower 
border of the inferior maxilla. In contradistinction to this, the pro- 
portions of that part of the nose supported by cartilage, and of the 
lips and cheeks, are very variable. The soft parts in front of the eye- 
balls likewise show relatively great variations. A reconstruction on 
the basis of the a^'erage numbers referred to above must thus be more 
accurate in respect to the first-named parts of the face than in the case 
of the last-mentioned, where the sources of error are much greater. 

In order to be sure, at every stage of the work's progress, 
that all the demands, which might be made from an anatomical point 
of view, were fuUy taken into consideration, I preferred to do afl of 
the reconstructing entirely with my own hand, instead of relying on 
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the assistance of an artist, as His did, the scientific exactitude in this 

case being much more important than the esthetical point of \-ie\v. 

And in order to be uninfluenced, as 

long as possible, by reminiscences 

of portraits of Swedenborg, I had, 

ever since the examination had 

been proposed, purposely avoided 

putting anything of that kind before 

my eyes. After having fastened a 

number of plaster pyramids upon 

a cast of the cranium, and having 

carefully seen to it that their height 

agreed with the figui-es in Tab. 

IV., and after having fitted plaster- 
easts of eye-balls in their proper 

position in the orbits, as is seen in 

fig. IS, 1 co\-ered the whole cast 

with modelling wax in a layer thick 

enough to reach but not cover the 

points of the pyramids. The result 

was a face-mask, certainly of a very 

undecided type, but which, I was sure, in respect to certain portions 

(forehead, upper part of the nasal ridge, etc.), 
had approximately the same configuration as the 
face of the man whose cranium was in my hand. 
Fig. 19 shows this face-mask tifter all the parts 
which, as 'shown above, must on the ground of 
their great variability be regarded as less to be 
depended upon, had been subtracted. The re- 
maining portions, on the contrary, may be con- 
sidered as fully reliable for testimony, and they 
have therefore, during the continued model- 
ling, been left entirely undisturbed, with the ex- 




Fig. IS. Pla.ster cast with reconstruction rioints. 




Fig. 19. The reconstructed 

soft parts, so far as they 

are reliable. 



haA'ing 



afterwards been com- 



eyc-brows and some shght A\-rinkles 



ception of their 

pleted with 

of the skin. 
Having arrived so far, it was impossible to proceed further with 
the work without making use of the accessible poi'traits of Sweden- 
BORG. There could now, of course, be no question of a portrait like- 
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ness between the painted representations and the face-mask, but it 
was, however, abeady evident that the latter, in respect to those 
portions of the face which could supply sure testimony, showed suffi- 
ciently good agreement with the portraits to encourage me to continue 
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Fig. 20. Bust of SwEDENBORG, modelled by the author on a cast 
of the cranium. 

with the work. Chiefly with the help of Krafft's and Brander's por- 
traits, but with repeated controlling comparisons with the other portraits, 
I therefore modelled a bust, a plaster cast of which is found repro- 
duced in figs. 20 and 21. It is hardly necessary to point out that during 
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the whole work my, attenliuii was uninterruptedly devoted to seeing 
that not the slightest change occurred in the parts which could be 
considered reliable, and also that no anatomical faults, in respect to 
the proportions of the soft parts, were allowed to creep into those re- 




Fig. 21. Tiie .Slime liu.?t ;is in lig. 20, in profile. 

gions of the head which were in a less degree dependent upon the 
form of the cranium. 

Several criticisms will ^-ery likely be made of my SwEDEXBORa 
bust, and I am] fully conscious that I have not succeeded in repro- 
ducing in it all the characteristic features of the portraits, but the 
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purpose of the reconstruction was not the production of an artistic 
piece of sculpture, but only to scientifically test whether[|^the'man whose 
cranium was the basis for the bust could have had an appearance 
which agreed in its essential characters with SwEDENBORa s, as we 
know him from his portraits, or in other words whether Swedenboeg 
had a skull of a type similar to the cranium which now lies in his coffin. 
I consider myself justified in giving an affirmative reply to these ques- 
tions. The proof hes, of course, not in the resemblance between the 
bust and the poiHraits with regard to the deheate details of eyes and 
mouth, eyebrows, hair-dressing, etc., but wholly and solely in the 
agreement of the facial proportions, most especially those of its upper 
part, i. e., the forehead and temporal regions, the root of the nose and 
border of the eye-sockets, and also, although in a lesser degree, in 
the proportions o1 the jaws. 

In these very respects the similarity between the bust and the 
portraits may be looked upon as rather satisfactory, in any case the 
differences seem to be no greater than those between several of the 
portraits. It should be especially emphasized that on our reconstruc- 
tive bust the forehead appears much more strongly developed and more 
vaulted than one would suppose to be the case after an inspection 
of the cranium alone. It shows a rather good agreement with at least 
most of the portraits. Now as the forehead belongs to just those parts 
of the bust which were modelled with the help of the anatomical 
measurements only, and w ithout the least guidance from the portraits, 
this shows that the discrepancy, above alluded to (pp. 58 — 59), between 
the cranium and the portraits, in respect to the shape of the forehead, 
as being more an illusion than a reality, does not contradict the as- 
sumption that the skull is genuine. 

Our investigation of the physiognomical characters of the cranium 
before us, as they are revealed in direct view or on the reconstructed 
bust, have thus yielded the result that a remai'kable agreement exists 
between the cranium and the existing portraits of Swedexborg; also 
that no decisive value should be attached to the comparatively slight 
divergences from some of the portraits, for the reasons mentioned above. 
In this agreement lies, of course, no conclusive proof that the skull 
is that of I':\rANUEL SwEBEXBnRfi, but certainly an additional and ex- 
ceedingly valuable suppoi't for such a supposition. 



Conclusions. 



Passing by such points as are of minor or indirect significance 
for the principal question, the chief results of the enquiry which has 
now been brought to a close may here be set forth in a brief series of 
conclusions. 

The critical investigation of the historical documents relating 
to the question now in hand, which whs undertaken in the first part 
of this work, has yielded principally the following ix'sults: 

Emanuel Swedenboeg's skull was actually stolen in July, 
iSllj. from the coffin, which had already been opened about 
1790. 

A cranium was deposited in Sa\'edenboeg's cofhn on the 
25th of March, 1823. 

No reason exists for doubting that, except for the dis- 
turbance just mentioned, the mortal remains of Savedenboeg 
have been allowed to lie undisturbed in the casket. 
As to the question whether the cranium placed in the coffin in 
1823 was the genuine one or a substitute, the historical statements 
are insufficient to render a decision. The p(jssibility of an exchange 
— intentional or unintentional — cannot with certainty be excluded 
by means of the recorded facts, but these seem rather to argue that 
the genuine skull was restored than that the opposite is true. 

The examination of the coffin, as well as its contents, /. e., 
the remnants of the shroud and the skeletal remains, has brought to 
light no evidence contradictory to the above-mentioned inferences, 
but has cstabKshed the following additional results: 

The inner, leaden coffin has b(jrne (he nameplaie of 
Emanuel Swedenboeg. 

The greater part of the bones which lie in the coffin, 
and among these the i-eiuains of a lowei' jawbone, haAc, with 
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the greatest probability, never been disturbed from^tiieir ori- 
ginal positions, and these bones must consequently be regarded 
as having been Swedenborg's. 

The skull, which is in the eoftin, is undoubtedly identical 
with that skull, which, after a plaster east had been taken, 
according to trustworthy statements, was deposited in the coffin 
in 1823. 



The anatomical investigation of the skull and the exa- 
mination of its physiognomical characters, an account of which 
is given in the latter part of this work, have led to the following safe 
conclusions: 

Neither the state of preser\ation of the skull, nor its 
general form, its characters of sex and age, and anthropologi- 
cal measurements, can be advanced as testimony against its 
being genuine, but, on the contrary, they are in full agreement 
with such a supposition. 

The dimensions and general form of the preserved ge- 
nuine lower jawbone, and especially the condition of main- 
tenance and arrangement of its teeth and alveolar processes, 
are in the best harmony with the corresponding parts of the 
skull (and the east of 1823) and consequently afford a very 
good argument for their belonging together. 

The individual physiognomical characters of the skull, 
particularly the dimensional relations between the different 
parts of the face, in so far as they appear on viewing the 
skull, or by means of the plastic reconstruction, show no im- 
poi'tant divergence from the existing likenesses of Swedex- 
BOEG, but, on the contrary, these characters of the skull, as 
to various points, speak in favor of its having been Sweden- 
borg's. 

In the preceding pages I have already pointed out the difficulty, 
not to say impossibility, of arriving, in a question of this sort, at an 
absolutely infallible result in a positiAe direction. To prove that a given 
cranium cannot be that of a specified person may at times be a re- 
latively easy task, while the demonstration of the true identity of a 
skull must be. almost without exception, limited to a calculation of 
probabilities, a proving that there exist no invalidaUng reasons, and a 
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■eoUeciing of a number of argunienis, each of which hy itself has only 
a rather modest value as proof, but all of which, \\'hen taken together, 
by their number and unanimity, carry conviction to the mind. 

Our inquiry into the (|uestion of the genuineness of the skull 
now in Swedenboeg's coffin has produced various concordant affirmative 
reasons, but no just causes for doubt. Considering that it would have 
been a juncture of accidents of the most extraordinary kind if Swe- 
denboeg's skull, at an assumed exchange^ should ha^'e been replaced 
by another skull, which could satisfy all the different demands, which, 
on scientific grounds, we are authorized in making, both with regard 
to such a skull's general characters and its fitting to the lower jaw- 
bone, and with regard to its agreement with the portraits, I think there 
is good reason at hand to sum up the results of our investigation in 
the following statement: 

The skull which now lies in Emaxuel Swedexboeg's 
coffin may, with the greatest degree of probability, 
be regarded as genuine. 



Tables. 

Table I. 
Measurements of the skull in Swedenborg's coffin. 



' 


(;ub. cm. 


Capacity 


about 1500 




Mui. 


Circumference measiireiiientf!. 




Horizontal circumference . 




530 


Preauricular curve . . . 




234 


Postauricular curve" . 




302 


Sagittal circumference . 




388 


Frontal curve 




125 


1 Parietal curve . . . 




127 


Occipital curve . 




136 


Transverse circumference (between 




the auditory meatus vertically 




over the vertex) 


315 


The same over the bregma . . 


309 


Lineal- measurements. 




Greatest length 


192 


jGerade Lange» (Frankf. Verstiind.) 


191 


Length from glabella to inion 


176 


Greatest breadth 


150 


Minimal frontal breadth 


92 


Posterior forehead breadth (at 




oterion^ 


120 


Mastoidal breadth 


133 


Height (basion to bregma) 


127 


Vertical height 


130 


Height above the external auditory 




meatus .... 


115 


»Kalottenhohe» (Sohwalee) . . 


109 


Basal length (Basion to nas 


ion) 


97 



Mm. 
Length of foramen magnum . . 32 

Breadth » » » . . 2s 

Upper facial ienglli (nasion lo 

alveolar point) about (is 

Basion to alveolar point . . about 90 

Greatest breadth at the zygomatic 

arches about 134 

Breadth at the fronto-zygomatic 

sutures 107 

Maxillary breadth (Kollmann) .\ 114 
Length of the nose (nasion to 

anterior nasal spine) ... 54 

Breadth of the nasal aperture . 25 

Orbital height ....... 35 

Orbital breadth 38 

Interorbital breadth 26 

Length of the palate .... 40 

Breadth of the palate . . . .; 33 



Indices. 

Cephalic index 

Length-height index .... 
Breadth-height index . . . . 
»Kalottenh6hen-index» (Schwalbe) 
Parieto-frontal index . . . . 
Upper facial index (Kollmann) 

Nasal index 

Orbital index 

Palatal index 

Foramen magnum index 



about 



78.13 
07.71 
S(;.i:7 
61.93 
61.33 
50 

46,3 
92.11 

71.74 

S7.r.o 
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Table II. 

Length of the bones of the upper and lower extremities in Swedenborg's 
coffin, and the calculated body-length. 



Lenglh of the 
bones 



Calculfiled 
body-length 



(,'m. I Cm. 
Upper extremity. 

Right humerus ........ 31.7 ! 164. i 

Left » about 31.0 about 162. o 

Right ulna 2.5 3 I 164.9 

» radius ... 23. o 163.4 

Lower e.rt remit i/. 

Right femur 4.5.4 I68.1 

Left >> I 45.7 I68..5 

Right tibia 35.9 165.8 

Left » 36.1 165.6 

Right fibula 34 2 162 5 

Left » 34.5 163.0 



N. B. The body-length has been calculated according to Manouvrier's method, after 
2 mm., corresponding to the cartilage of the joints, had been added to the length of the 
bones. If the body-lenglh during life, and in a standing position, be desired, 2 cm. should 
be subtracted from the figures given in the last column. 
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Table III. 



Anthropological measurements of the skull in Swedenborg's coffin, 

compared with the corresponding- measurements of other 

Swedish skuUs. 





The skull in 

Swe(lenl>nrg's 

coffin 


Prehistoric 
Swedish skulls 


Oli1 skulls from 
Upsala 




Mm. 


Mm. 


Mm. 






189.3(5") 


187.,')(i"8) 


Length 


102 


Min. 176 


Min. 172 






Max. 201- 


Max. 203 






U0.7(«'" 


ISg.gCOS) 


Breadlli 


150 


Min. 130 
Max. 156 


Min. 127 







Max. 156 


1 


138.6(^») 


136.9(i»« 


Height . . . 


130 


Min. 12S 
Max. 150 


Min. 120 






Max. 1.52 






529.6;"*' 
Min. 500 


521.6<"8) ! 


Horizontal circumference . . . . 


53R 


Min. 481 






Max. 5.54 


Max. 562 




Cub. cm. 


Cub. cm. 


Cub. cm. 






1508.6(26) 


1386.8(i»S' 


Capacity 


1500 


Min. 1325 


Min. 1040 


1 




Max. 1735 


Max. 1720 






7Li:,''<» - 


74,72(l''«) 


Length-breadth index ! 


78,12 


Min. 06.7 


Min. 67. 






Max. 84.2 


Max. 83.0 



jy. li. The small figures in parentheses indicate the number of skulls, from which 
the average values are calculated. 
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Table IV. 



Average thickness of the soft parts covering the anterior regions of the 
skull at different points (Comp. the text p. 62). 



Mm. 



Along the median line. 

Vertex 5 

Edge of the hair 4 

Middle of forehead 3.5 

Glabella j 5 

Fronto-nasal suture 5 

Middle of the nasal bones ' 3 

Lower end of the nasal bones 2 

Angle between the nose and the upper lip : 1 1 

Middle of the upper lip 9.6 

Labio-mental groove 11 

Middle of the chin H 

Lower side of the chin 65 

Tlie lateral -parts. 

Frontal eminence 4 

Temporal crest 4 

Edge of the orbit: above the supraorbital notch .... 6 

frontal process of the superior maxilla . 2.5 
above the infraorbital foramen ... 4.6 
frontal process of the malar bone . , 5 
external angular process of the frontal bone' 5 
Posterior root of the zygomatic arch .... . . 7.5 

Middle of the zygomatic arch _; 4.6 

Tuberosity of the malar bone \ 7.5 

Middle of the masseter 18 

Angle of the lower jaw ■ j H 

Lower border of the jaw in front of the masseter ... 9 



Appendix. 



No. ]. 

Extract from the Minutes of the Church Council of the Swedish Congrega- 
tion in London for July 4th, 1819, signed by Pastor J. P. Wahlin, 
concerning the recovery of Swedenborg's skull. 

ij S. The l^astiH' asked for permission to lay Ijeforc the Church Council 
the skull of the deceased Assessor Sw (MliMiljoru;. which, — the names of the 
culprits being suppressed — had been stolen about a year ami a half ago from 
the casket in the Church vault, and Ijy an accident seized l)y the Pastor when 
it was about to be carried off to Sweden to enrich some private or public col- 
lection of curios. — Since now it had been taken out of the casket the Pas- 
tor thought that it had Ijetter l)e preserved as a rarity in the Church than to 
be taken therefrom; and as it was known that the Swedenborgians here had long 
desired to receive the same, and therefore had offered a considerable sum to those 
who had privately appropriated it, the Pastor was requested to take careful charge 
of it, in order that it might not again come into such unauthorized hands. 
[In the margin of the minutes Pastor Wahlin afterwards wrote:] 
It was afterwards again laid down in the casket atU'v a ..Casts of it had 
been taken. 

J. P. W. 

No. 2. 

An Article in »The Times* for March 31st, 1823. 

J'Jniaiiuel Swedenboi-g. 

A curious circumstance relative to this once cejel)ratiMl character, and 
which excites unbounded interest amongst his numerous followers, has come to 
light within these few -weeks past. 

It appears that he departed this life about fifty years ago, and was buried 
in the vault of a small church or chapel in the neighbourhood of Ratcliffe- 
highway. Sometime after his interment, one of his discijjles came over to Eng- 
land, and — whether prompted by supernatural inspiration or by his own blind 
superstition, does not apju-ar — contrived, by means of bribing the sexton or 
o-rave-dio-o-Pi', to <-ain admittance to the cemeterv where his body was deposited. 
Here, in the silent hour of midnight (having previously su])plied himself with 
the necessai-y impl(.'mentsj he broke oi)en the coffin, and severed the head from 
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the trunk of the departed saint, with the former of which he safely decamped 
to his own country. This relic lie preserved with the greatest care and venera- 
tion till the day of his death, when it -was discovered by his surviving relatives; 
and from some written documents left behind the fanatic, the whole circumstances 
connected with this extraordinary affair were developed. His friends, alarmed 
at the consequences that might follow such an unhallowed violation of the tomb, 
and being desirous of atoning in some measure for the sins of him who had been 
guilty of so great a crime, caused the head to be forthwith transmitted to this 
country, with a request that the coffin might be re-opened for the purpose of 
ascertaining if it was the identical head of the saint, and if so, that it might be 
restored to its original situation. 

In compliance with this request, the coffin was opened, and the above 
story proved to be perfectly correct, the trunk only of a skeleton presenting 
itself to the astonished eyes of those around. The head has accordingly been 
reinterred with due solemnity in the presence of the elders of the church. 



No. 3. 

The Rev. Samuel Noble's letter to the Editor of >'The Times» 

for A.pril 1st, 1823. 

Emanuel Swedenbory. 

To the Editor of the Times. 

Sir, — In your paper of to-day is an anecdote headed as above, which 
contains some mistakes which I trust you will allow me to correct. 

It is true that the skull of Swedenborg was a few months ago (not soon after 
his interment) taken from his coffin in the vault of the Swedish church near 
Radcliffe-highway, by a Swedish gentleman then, and now, living in England: 
but it is not true that the person who executed this singular robbery was or is 
one of his disciples. I understand that the motive which led him to obtain pos- 
session of this »relic», ^\'as the same as led Drs. Gall and Spurzheim to possess 
themselves of similar relics of other eminent men. The fact havino- been heard 
of by the Countess —,' of Sweden, she requested an English gentleman of rank to 
wait upon the possessor, and request that he would allow the skull to be restored 
to its former situation; to which he readily assented. It is true, then, that 
its re-interment took place: but it is not true that this was attended with any 
solemnity, or »exeited unbounded (or any) interest amongst his numerous follow- 
ers.* S(mie of them kuew that the skull had been taken away: but I beheve 
that none of them (or not more than one) knew when it ^\•as restored; and I am 
sure that none of them cared anything about the matter. 

The sole motive of the Lady above alluded to for procuring the re-inter- 
ment, was, that the admirers of the writings of S^vedenborg might not be char- 
ged with such stupidity as that of venerating the mortal remains of any man, 
which, SNN-,.deul)(n-g nuiintains, are entirely unnr'ci^ssary to the future existence 
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of the soul, and will never be resumed; for she was aware, (hat if at any future 
period it should be discovered (hat the skull was gone, the robbery would be 
imputed (o the admirers of his (btctriiies, and that ^lisre|)r(^sen(a(ions of their 
sentiments, such as your anecdote C'ontains, would be the result. Xodiing, 1 assure 
you, can be more abhorrent to their principles, or (o the doctrines of the New 
Jerusalem church, than anything that can tend to the revival of saint-craft. 

I am, sir, yours respectfully, 

S. Xeiiij;, 

Minister of Hanover-slreet Chapel, Loug-acre. 

March 31, 1S2:]. 

No. 4. 

Mr. J. I. Hawkins' letter to the Editor of >The Times for April 4th, 1823. 

Swedenborys skull. 

To the Editor of The Times. 

IVntonviUe, April 3, 1S23. 

Sir, — In the wish of screening the poor sexton or gravedigger, whoever 
he may be, from the infamous charge of having been bribed to aid in purloin- 
ing the above-mentioned skull from its coffin, I feel it my duty to state the 
following circumstances: — 

Captain Ludvig Granholni, of the royal na^'y of Sweden, called on me 
near the end of the year 1817, invited me to his lodgings, and showed me a skull 
which he said was the skull of Swedenborg. He informed me, that a few days 
before that time, he had attended the funeral of one of his countrymen, into the 
vault under the S^\■edish Ambassador's chapel, in Prince's-si|uare, Radcliffe-high- 
way, and that he remained there a slnjrt time, \\'\i\\ others, looking at the in- 
scriptions on various coffins. That on reading the name of the Honourable Ema- 
nuel Swedenborg, and observing that the coffin-lid was loose, he was seized with 
the idea of making a large sum of money, l)y taking the skull, and selling it 
to some one of Swi'ilmiborg's followers, who, he had heard, amounted to many 
thousands in this country, and amongst whom, he imagined, there would be much 
competition for the possession of so valuable a relic. He watched his opportu- 
nity, lifted the lid, took out the skull, wrapped it in his ])ocket handkerchief, 
and carried it out of the chapel unnoticed. 

I informed ('a])tain (jiranholm, to his great disappointment, that the mem-, 
bers of the ne^\' Jei'usalem church repr(d)ate(l the possessicjn of any religious 
relic, and more particularly a part of a dead body, which, they belie\-e, will ne\er 
more come into use, the soul remaining, after (l(nith, a complete and active man 
in a spiritual body, not to be again fett(^i-ed with material tlesh, blood, and bones' 

Captain (iranholm dwX a few months aftei'wai'ds in London, without hav- 
ing disposed of the skull, and without having left this country, so that several 
particulars of the account in your paper of the •'ii^'' uit. are erroneous. 
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A Aery curious circumstance occasioned the coffin-lid to be loose: — About 
the, year I7i)(), a Swi-dish philosopher, then in London, who was a great admirer 
of vSwi'deulKiro's philosophical writings, but had no relish for his theological, be- 
came ac(|uaintert with some of the members of the New church, and warmly 
opposed i^wed(Mib(irg"s tenet — that the soul takes a final leave of the material 
body at death, and enters on its new scene of superior activity in a spiritual 
body more suited to obey its energies. The learned Swede endeavoured to per- 
suade them, that all great philosophers had, Ijy virtue of their profound wisdom' 
the power of taking with them into the world of spirits their natural bodies; and 
he asserted his full conviction, that SAxedenborg, whom he considered one of the 
first philosophers, had taken away his body out of the coffin. 

In order to convince the Swede of his error, leave \\-as obtained to have 

the coffin opened; when, to the utter confusion of the philosopher, the body of 

Swedenb(i]-g was presented to view. The lid was merely laid on, without being 

refastened; and thus was afforded the facility of which (_'a2)tain Granholm availed 

himself 27 years afterwards. 

J. I. TIaw'kixs. 

No. 5. 

Letter by »Tertius Interveniens» to the Editor of -The Times* 

for April 5tli, 1823. 

A Further Statement roncerniuij Emanuel Sivedeuborg. 

To the Editor of the Times. 

Sir, — Two different statements ha\-ing lately appeared in your journal, 
concerning the re-interment of the skull of this extraordinary individual, neither 
of \\diich is exactly correct, I take the liberty of presenting the following to your 
notice: — 

E. Swedenborg died in London in the year 1772, and was interred in the 
vault of the Swetlish church in Prince's Scpmre, Ratcliffe-higliAvay. His death 
having excited considerable sensation among his numerous followers, one of them; 
a native of Anu^riea, came over to England for the purpose of ascertaining the 
truth of the fact, being convinced, it is said, that such a spiritual man (if, indeed? 
he had left this kiwer world) must at least have gone alive to Heaven. The 
parish-clerk was bribed, the vault opened, and the coffin pointed out to him. 
The admirer of Swedenborg could not, however, even then persuade himself that 
the mortal remains of the venerated man were dep(.isited there, till the coffins 
Ax'ere opiMied, and the mephitic vapours did at the same time expel the sceptic 
and his doubts upon tlie subject. Thus the fact is related in ?*lr. Broling's Tra- 
vels in EngJdiid, edited in Stockholm, ISKi or 1817. Be this, however, how it 
may, it is a -well ascertained fact, that Mr. Swcdeulxirg's coffins had been opened 
before ISlli, A\'hen the skull was taken out. It is true, that this violation of the 
tond:) was not perpetrated by a follower or admirer of SwiMlenborg, the number of 
wdiom among his countrymen is ^cry small indeed. (Xo pi'oplu't is honoured in 
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his own country. I It was committed l)^- a person who did not a(lmir(^ Sweilen- 
borg, but Gall, and who exix-cted to ii\- the organ of imaginafion 1)(^yond any 
doubt: hut it is incnrrecfly stated by the Kev. Mr Xohle, that »the person who 
committed the singular (infamous, if you please) ro))bery is now residing in Lon- 
don.* \o, Sir, this violator of tho grave ha^ing (no doubt gn-atly against his 
expectation) been obliged to biy his own head to rest a few years after, (lie al)ove 
skull was found among his property Ijy a gentleman who prevented its being 
earned away, (hough ehumed by the friends of the deceased abroad, and in whose 
possession it since remained. It is true that a noble Countess much in(erested 
herself in this affair, and that the skull, agreeable to her desire, was lately restor- 
ed to Its former abode (a cast having previously been taken); but it is equnlly 
certain, that such a measure had been agreed upon, long i-re the interference of 
the noble lady alluded to. 

I am, sir, yours, respectfully, 

Teetu's Ixteevexiexs. 
April 4. 

[To the Swedish translation of this letter in Bar/slaiidor (Com]), the note 
on page 10) the Kditor (Pastor J. P. W'ahlin) adds the following footnote 38 (pp. 
224-22.5):] 

This [the restoration of Swedimborg's skull] occurred on the 2.ith of 
ilarch of the same year (lS2-'j), in the presence of the Member of Parliament, 
Tulk, the Master of Mines Mr. Xordenskold, and the Editor. The burial vault had 
not before been oj^ened during my time of service. It contains 2o coffins, most 
of which are almost turned to dust. This was also the case with Swcdenborg's. 
Even the leaden coffin was in such a condition that it could not be soldered 
although we had a solderer at hand. The first time the coffin had iDeen violated 
the leaden lid had been cut through, which may still clearly be seen. Within 
was found only a little dust, some hairs, and rags of the shroud. On the plate 

ble 

upon the lid of the outer coffin there still stands quite legibly: »The Hon = 

1 
Eman = Swedenborg Died the 29 March 1 / / 2, aged S4 years. » — Hie 

coffin is feet and 2 inches in length. 



No. 6. 

Extract from a letter from Vice-Admiral C. R. Nordenskjold to Magister 
G. R. Hook, Carlskrona, dated Spandelstorp, Febr. 3rd, 1870. 

[After an account of his sojourn in New York, in I82(), aimuig the adhe- 
rents of Swedenborg's doctrine, the writer of the letter continues:] 

The following year, 1827, 1 stayed for some time in London. — There, 
through my relative, afterwards Councillor of State N., I made the acquaintance 
of Mr. Charles Tulk, a Member of Pa,rliament, and a wealthy man, an adherent 
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of Swpflenborg's doctrine, and patron of the friends of this dontrine among the Swedes 
in London. — Mr. Tulk was also a phrenologist and owned a large collection of skulls 
of noted persons, and as the chief among these he also had Swedenhorg's skull. 
How it came into Mr. Talk's possession I cannot say with certainty, hut it was 
related that a countryman who lived in London, whose name I have now forgot- 
ten, who was attached to Swedenhorg's doctrine, had removed the skull from 
the coffin which is interred either in the Swedish Church or in its churchyard, 
in order to preserve it as a relic in his family, and that at this man's death and 
the settlement of his encumbered estate, this treasure had been received by Mr. 
Tulk. — I saw this cranium, remarkable in so many respects, but cannot now 
recall anything concerning its form or phrenological characteristics. 

After the lapse of some years, when it had become known in Sweden that 
Swedenborg's skull had been taken out of the grave and the coffin in this man- 
ner, it gave rise to an unpleasant impression and was looked upon as a desecra- 
tion by the adherents of the doctrine, and Countess S., being among those most 
zealous and warm-hearted, and besides acquainted with and previously in cor- 
respondence with Mr. Tulk, Avrote moA'ing letters expressing the wish that Swe- 
denborg's skull be returned and deposited in the coffin from which it had been 
removed. 

It was at this time that I and my aforementioned relative were in Lon- 
don, and that he, as being acquainted with Countess S.. received the commission 
from Mr. Tulk to return the skull to its proper place. 

It is according to the narration of this my relative that I cite the following 
events. — In passing by Holborn Street, — if I remember the name correctly — 
an unknown gentleman came into the workshop of a plaster cast maker, where 
casts of the skull were to be taken, and seeing it lying on the table in the room 
he began with interest to examine and phrenologically treat the prominent or- 
gans, and to the great amazement [of those present] remarked that the skull had be- 
longed to a great man and a great thinker, enumerating all the attributes which 
characterized our Seer. 

On the way to the Swedish church, which lies in the eastern quarter of 
the cosmopolis, still another incident occurred. In passing through one of those 
enormous pack-houses for tea and other East Indian goods, which are erected in 
this tract and cover a large space, X. was stopped by a watchman there who 
thought that contraband goods were being carried in the tied up handkerchief 
which he brought with him in his hand, but when the man discovered a human 
skull instead of what he had supposed, he drew back hastily and respectfully 
and wished a »good night. » 

On arriving at the church, Swedenborg's skull was, the same evening, 
in the presence of the Swedish precentor or some other official of the church — 
I do not remember which - deposited in the same coffin, from Avhich it had 
been removed several years before, and the lid was screwed on. 

C. R. X. 

Spandelsturp, ^/2, INTO. 
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No. 7. 

Extract from the Minutes of tlie Church Council of the Swedish Congre- 
gation in London for Nov. 10th, 1844, signed by Pastor G. W. Carlson, 
concerning an examination of Swedenborg's coffin and skull. 

ij 4. In the abovc-mentionecl vault are 2Jl•e^^e]■ved the mortal remains of 
a famous countryman, Herr Assessor Emanuel Swodenborg. As the members of 
the Ch\irch Council, on a personal examination of the vault, found the casket re- 
ferred to half open and in a highly dilapidated condition, the Pastor communicat- 
ed that, according to the minutes of the Church Council, the casliet liad been 
broken open about 30 years ago by some villains Avho stole the skull in order 
to sell the same, but who did not, howe\-er, succeed in their speculation, so that 
tlie then Pastor, Dr. W'ahlin, received back tlie skull, which -was again laid into 
the casket, although it is mucli doubted wliether it is tlie rigiit one. It was, how- 
ever, found to be of th(:' greatest necessity to repair Swedenborg's casket, if 
it were not to fall to pieces; and Baron Wetterstedt immediately offered to make, 
without charge, a new covering for the casliet in question of the marine-metal 
(»marin-metallen») discovered by him, which offer was thanldully accepted. Ba- 
ron Wetterstedt promised to oversee tliis work himself. 

§ 5. In connection with the question which had arisen as to whether 
the skull in Swedenborg's casket could be the right one, ilr. In de Betou com- 
municated that he, after a careful examination of the skull, very much doubted 
this, for the following reasons: 1) because within the head is a quantity of dust 
which would seem to show that the skull had lain in the earth; 2) because a 
piece of wood is to be seen, driven into the head, which seems to indicate that 
the dead man had lost his life in some violent manner; and 3) because there is 
no mark to show that any cast had been taken of the face, as is stated in the 
Minutes of the Church Council for July 4th, 1819, § 8. On account of these 
remarks, the Pastor of the Congregation was requested to write to Dr. Wahlin, 
in order to receive from him information as to these conditions. 



No. S. 

Extract from the Minutes of the Church Council of the Swedish Congre- 
gation in London for Oct. 26th, 1853, signed by Pastor G. W. Carlson, 
concerning a new coffin for Swedenborg's remains. 

§ 8. On the proposal of Mr. Johnson it was decided that a new oaken 
coffin should be made in order to preserve the remains of Emanuel Swedenborg, 
as the old coffin, which is preserved in the vault, is nearly turned to dust. 
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No. 9. 



Extract from the Minutes of the Church Council of the Swedish Congre- 
gation in London for Oct. 14th, 1857, signed by Pastor G. W. Carlson, 
concerning the erection of a tablet in memory of Swedenborg. 

§ 4. The undersigned read a communication, which liad been received by 
him from one of the members of the Swedenborgian Congregation in London, 
containing a request tliat lie might erect in the cliurclr a grave-monument, or 
so called »Tablet», to Emanuel Swedenborg. The undersigned said that he had 
consulted the proper authorities in Sweden on this subject, and considered that 
since Swedenborg had received a Christian burial in this church, one could not 
reasonably refuse the erection in the church of a monument to his memory if 
there be a proper place for it^ and if the inscription on the monument does not 
contain anything which is in conflict with the doctrines of our church. This view 
was unanimously endorsed by those present, and it was left to the undersigned 
to arrange this matter in the best way. 



No. 10. 

Proceedings at the preparatory examination of Swedenborg's coffin in the 
Swedish Church, London, March 4th; 1908. 

Minutes kept at the examination of Emanuel Swedenborg's coffin 
preserved in tlie Swedish Church in London, March 4th, 1908. 

Present: The Royal Minister, Count H. Wrangel, the Legation 
preacher, Pastor J. Lindskog, the Consul General D. Danielsson, mem- 
ber of the Church Council, Mr. 1. A\'alker, agent for the London Ne- 
cropolis Company, accompanied by three laborers, and the undersigned, 
who was requested to keep the minutes. 
After the descent to the burial vault had .been opened by loosening the 
stone blocks placed above the same, those present descended into the burial vault, 
where, among the twent^y coffins there preserved and standing together, there was 
recognized without difficulty a coffin of oak, provided with two name-plates 
indicating that the same contained the remains of Emanuel Swedenborg. Because 
of a. special proposition made by Professor Gustaf Retzius a photograph of the 
coffin in situ was taken by a photographer summoned for the occasion. 

The coffin, which had no decorations besides the name-plates mentioned 
above, was in good condition, but on the outside greatly affected by dampness 
and dust. After the lid had been screwed off, there was found in the oaken 
coffin an inner coffin of lead, the lid of which, at the head-end, had evidently 
been at one time cut open, lifted up and afterwards laid back, without, however, 
having been soldered together. After the loosened part of the lid had been 
bent back, there appeared, at the bottom of the coffin, a layer of completely decayed 
remains, among which were observed, here and there, parts of the skeleton, and 
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uppermost a rather well preservml cranium, the position of which (altogether 
inverted) proved that the sanir had bef^n displaced. 

After the above points had been established th(^ oaken coffin was again 
closed, after which the burial vault was covered up. ('mint AVrangel communicat- 
ed that it was his intention to acquire further instructions regarding the treatment 
of the remains. 

In tidem 

Au(.;usTix P>i:('K-Fjiiis. 

Legation Councillor at the Royal Legation in London. 

Attested by 

HeKMAX WliANtiHL. 



No. 11. 

Proceedings preparatory to transporting Swedenborg's remains to 
Sweden, in the Swedish Church, London, April 7th, 1908. 

Minutes kej)! at the renewed examination of the coffin of Ema- 
nuel Swedenborg in the Swedish Church in London, April 7th, 1908. 
Present: The Royal Minister, Count Wrangel, the Legation preacher, 
Pastor J. Lindskog, the Adjutant to the chief of the cruiser »Fylgia» 
Captain Hilmer Bergmark of the Royal Navy, a foreman and 6 laborers 
from the London Xecropolis Company, and the undersigned, who was 
requested to keep the minutes. 
After the burial vault had been opened and the lid of Emanuel Swedenborg's 
coffin had again been lifted up, the lid of the leaden coffin was cut open in its entire 
length, upon which it was asct-'rtainecl that the lower, hitherto unexamined por- 
tion of the coffin, contained, besides some very much decayed and hardly visible 
fragments of bones, a not inconsiderable quantity of half decayed remnants of 
wood, probably arising from the original wooden coffin. In order to prevent, as 
far as possible, the displacement of the remains contained in the coffin from the 
position in which they were found, the coffin was filled up over the remains with 
wadding, after which the leaden lid was again brought into its former position. 
It proved to be impossible, for technical reasons, to again solder the leaden 
coffin, After the lid of the older oaken coffin had again been screwed on, the 
coffin was lifted up out of the burial vault into the church, and was there sealed 
with four seals, two of which were the seals of His Royal Majc-sly's Legation in 
London, and — the seal of the Swedish Church not being obtainable, — two 
private seals of the Royal Minister. 
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After this the old coffins were deposited in a new coffin of oak, bear- 
ing upon its lid the following inscription: »Emaimel Swedenborg 1688—1772>->. 
After the vault had again been closed, and the new coffin had been screwed down, 
•it was set down before the altar in the church in order to be taken, later in 
the day, after a short service, to the Paddington depot, and from there, under 
the superintendence of Captain H. Bergmark, to Dartmouth, to be taken on board 
the cruiser »Fylgia» for the purpose of taking it home to Sweden. 

In fidem 

AuGusTix Beck-Fbiis. 
Legation Councillor at the Royal Legation in London. 

Attested by 

Herman A\'i!ANr,EL. 



No. \i. 

Proceedings at the examination of Swedenborg's coffin in tlie Cathedral, 

Upsala, May 29th, 1908. 

On the 29th of May, 1908, there was undertaken by the undersign- 
ed, in Upsala Cathedral, according to the commission of the Royal 
Society of Sciences of Upsala, and with the permission of the Cathe- 
dral Chapter of Upsala, the opening of the covering around the bodily 
remains of Emanuel Swedenborg, deceased in London the 29th of March, 
1772. 

There were present at this performance the following members 
of the Cathedral Chapter : Messr.-^. the Archbishop Ekman, the Dean 
Berggren, the Professors Lundstrom, Martin and Stave, as also the 
Cathedral Registrar Pastor Soderberg, which gentlemen testified to 
the identity of Swedenborg's coffm. Besides, there were present 
Professor Wiren, President of the Royal Society of Sciences, Mr. A. 
Stroh, M. A., and the Notary of the Cathedral Chapter, Barrister 
Radhe. 

The minutes were kept by the undersigned, Vestberg. 
In a communication of the 13th inst. [May, 1908], signed by B. Hasselberg and 
Chr. Aurivillius, the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences had delivered to the Royal 
Society of Sciences of Upsala copies of two letters from a certain Mr. R. ['], in which 
letters information was contained which could give rise to suspicions as to the genui- 
neness of the cranium in Swedenborg's coffin, and on this ground the Academy had 
raised the question of investigations concerning the cranium. The Royal Society 
of Sciences, on the 27th inst., after a communication from Archbishop Ekman that 



' [On account of certain personal reasons the name is here not written in full.] 
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no objection existed on the part of the Cathedral Chapter to the opening of Swc- 
denborg's coffin for the purpose of undertaking the examination, raised Ijy 
the document from tlie Academy of Sciences, of that cranium which might 
be found there, decided that such an examination should be undertaken, 
and that its execution should be placed in charge of the undersigned, Hammar, 
Hultkrantz and Ramstrom, with the right for us to summon whatever experts 
we considered expedient for the purpose. After we, the said undersigned, accord- 
ing to the desire then expressed by the Society had offerred the Society's mem- 
ber. Professor Retzius, the opportunity of partaking in the examination, but he 
had declared himself impeded, we have summoned Professor Ed-w. Clason, Professor 
U. Ouens(d, A. H. Stroh, M. A., and the appointed instructor of forensic medicine, 
Laborator A. \'estberg. 

For the execution of the commission thus entrusted to us, the opening of 
the coffin is now undertaken. 

1) The outer coffin is found to be an in appearance new polished coffin 
of oak, with a name-plate upon which is engraved: sEmanuel Swedenborg 
Ki.SS — 1772.. The lid of the coffin is screwed fast with 8 iron screws. 

2 1 After the removal of the lid tliej-e was found in the outer coffin a 
second wooden coffin, the surface of whose lid was worn and somewhat affected 
by mould. This cofhn is bound around with white tapes, sealed in such a man- 
ner that it cannot be opened without the cutting of the tapes or the breaking 
of the seals. The seals upon the lid, in black sealing wax, are 4 in number, 
two being in the neighbourhood of each end [of the coffin], and all are unbroken. 
Upon one of each pair of seals may be read, »The Swedish Legations, around 
a crowned shield with three crowns. The other seal shows a noble weapon with a 
crown. ['] 

On the flat lid of the coffin is fastened a metal plate, chased and engraved, 
blackened bj^ age and somewhat corroded, 41 x31 cm., with the inscription: ^The 

He 1 th h 

Hon: Email: Swedenhorg Died 29 Mar: 1772. Aged 84. » 
The coffin is c1(js(m1 with <i iron screws. 

3) The bands are severed, the seals being spariMl. the screws are removed, 
after which the lid is lifted off. 

4) A third coffin of metal, apparently of lead, then becomes visible. It 
nearly fills the inner ^\'ooden coffin, and measures 1S4 cm. in length, and 47. s 
cm. in breadth at the widest place towards the head-end. The lid of th^^ metal 
coffin is separated along its edges from the side-walls, except the part next to 
the foot-end of the coffin. The separated portion of the lid is sunk down into 
the coffin and in some places bent in transversely running folds. In the opening 
between the edges of the lid and the walls of the coffin is seen a bedding of 
grayish- white, apparently new wadding. This is also seen through a Y-formed 
incision in the centre of the lid, on the broadest portion of the coffin. The point 
of the V is directed to the foot-end and is situated ."),^..n cm. from the head-end 
of the coffin. Its legs [of the V| measure, the one 14. the other 17.5 cm,: the 



' [This was the private seal of the Eoyal Minister in London, Count H. Wrangel,] 
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distance between their free ends is 19.5 cm. 4 rivet-holes, situated rectangularly 
on the lid, form the corners of a square, the portion of which directed towards 
the head-end of the eoffm covers the greater part of the V-formed incision. The 
distance between each pair of holes is 28.5 cm in the longitudinal direction of 
the coffin, and 21 cm. in the transverse direction. ['] 

Upon the lid at the foot-end of the coffin lie minute remains of decayed 
wood and small patches of mouldered cloth, with rests of rusty iron nails hanging 
to it (remnants of the covering of the coffin?). 

5) At this stage of the examination, a photograph from above is taken 
of the coffin. 

6) After the lid had been bent up towards the foot-end there is seen, in 
the open metal coffin, a bed of manifold, sized wadding, in appearance of quite 
new, clean material, completely covering the other contents of the casket. 

7) In that portion of the leaden coffin which belonged to the head-end. 
at an extension of, on the left side, 92, and on the right side, 97 cm., the open- 
ing in the lid, described in minute 4, is found to have l)een produced by the 
freeing of the lid quite near the wall. The surface thus exposed [the separated 
edge of the lid] protrudes panel-like from the plane of the side-wall, is 0.4 to 1 
cm. broad, rather even and grayish-white, tarnished. The rest of the lid, to the 
extent of 63 cm. on the left, and 53 cm. on the right side, is separated 2 to 3 
cm, from the side-wall, probably through cutting of the lid, with a fresher me- 
tallic surface in the cut. 

8) The layer of wadding is carefully removed, whereupon there become 
visible at the head-end of the coffin a human skull and an upper arm bone, 
resting upon a layer of decayed particles and little pieces of wood, and in the 
remaining parts of the coffin larger pieces of decayed wood and fragments of 
cloth, among which there appear skeletal parts. The contents of the coffin exhale 
a strong, mouldering acid odor. 

9 1 A photograph is taken before the above-described contents are disturbed. 

10) The skull, as was said,' lies free upon the particles of wood, resting 
upon its lower surface with the face turned towards the head-end of the coffin 
and somewhat upwards, and with some inclination towards its [the skulls] left 
side. Its distance from the head-end of the coffin is about 10 cm., from the 
nearer, right wall of the coffin 5 to 6 cm. The skull has a brownish color and 
seems to be rather well preserved. The lower jawbone is missing. [^] 

11) The above-mentioned upper arm bone, which is found to belong to 
the left side of the body, lies, like the skull, free from the remaining skeletal 
parts, having its upper end towards the head-end of the coffin, on a par with 
the skull, at the left side of the coffin, and in about the latter's longitudinal direction. 
The bone is of a dirty brown, discolored, and strongly decayed and weathered. 

12) After the taking out of the skull and the upper arm bone just men- 
tioned and after the removal of larger fragments of wood, the mass of decayed 
wooden rests partly resembling sawdust which envelopes the remaining parts 

' [Evidently the name-plate mentioned in minute 19 was originally fastened at this place.] 
^ [Compare, however, minutes 15 and 23.] 
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of the skeleton, is carefully taken out, beginning with the head-end of the coffin. 
In this mass of wooden cruml)s are found numerous loosely lying, small pieces 
of bone, all more or less di'cayed, some of which have evidently belonged to 
the ribs, others to cervical vertebrae and to the breast-bone. These small bony 
parts arc taken out, while the larger, comparatively \\-ell preserved parts of the 
skeleton are for the present left in position with careful avoidance of disturb- 
ing them. 

13) After the skeleton has in this wav been exnosed as to its whole length 
with the exception of the feet, it is photographed in situ. 

14) The feet are for a length of from 12 to I H cm. coAered by remaining, 
still coherent rests of thin, folded cloth (the shroud VJ. In the loose mass at the 
head-end are disco^•ered, upon closer examination, larger and smaller pieces of 
cloth: on some of these pieces one finds adherent, slender, hair-like bunches 
{parts of a wig"?). ['] Under these is found a thin pillo^^' of loose stuff with 
thin, fibre-like padding, resting upon a layer of a rather firm, brownish-black 
mass of woiiden fragments, about 10 cm. thick, and extending to the bottom 
of the coffin. On the upper side of this pillow is seen a small depression, which 
was possibly caused by the back part of the head in its original position after 
the burial. 

15) Besides the smaller remains of bones, separately mentioned in point 
12, which were removed at the uncovering of the skeleton, are also observed a 
piece of bone, which corresponds to the dens epistrophei, and another which con- 
stitutes the angulus mentalis of the lower ia^\•bone and the adjacent portion of the 
ramus horizontalis of both sides, but particularly of the left side. Among these 
fragments of bone are also found remains of the bodii^s of five cervical vertebrae, 
but, on the contrary, no recognizable parts of the first cervical vertebra, nor 
of the collar-bones. All the skeletal remains found at the head-end of the 
coffin down towards its middle part are exceedingly porous, brittle and 
tending to fall apart, excepting only the skull, which, as stated above, is in a 
rather well preserved condition. 

16) The remaining skeletal parts have the following positions. Of the 
spine there is found in the middle line of the coffin a row of 13 vertebrae lying 
together in their natural position, and consisting of the dorsal vertebrae and 
the lowest cervical vertebra, the last, however, lacking its body. Close beside a 
great many of the dorsal vertebrae lie in the natural position fragments of the 
ribs. Both shoulder-blades also lie in their natural i)Osition. Stretched along 
the right side of the body, A\hich rests on its back, lies the right arm with the 
condyle in natural position towards the shoulder-blade. The bones of the right 
hand lie apart, but only slightly displaced from their natural position. The right 
innominate bone and the bones of both lower extremities lie in their natural 
position. The skeletal parts of the legs and the feet are strikingly firm and well 
preserved. The left innominate bone, with its posterior surface turned upwards, 
and the incomplete left ulna, lie displaced from their natural position towards 



' [Comp. page 30.] 



88 J. V. HULTKRANTZ 

the head-end of the coffin, and partly project through a fissure between the bottom 
and the left side-wall of the leaden coffin. Immediately inside and in front of 
these pieces of bone lie promiscuously the sacrum and several lumbar vertebrae. 
Close to the fissure are found several bones of the left hand. 

17) The fissure at the bottom of the coffin just mentioned begins 47 cm. 
from the head-end and has a length of 64 cm., its greatest breadth, on the place 
where the bones protrude, being about 6 cm. The edges bounding it, formed 
on the one side by the bottom, on the other by the left side-wall of the coffin, 
are ragged, strongly corroded, and partly bent inwards. The bottom of the 
coffin is, in a direction from the head-end of the fissure, strongly corroded, 
rough, grayish-white and brittle, with knobby impressions and disintegrating. 

The leaden coffin which is taken out is seen to be on the outside as well 
as on the inside, all over, more or less corroded, with numerous small, ragged per- 
forations in its walls. 

18) On the bottom of the inner wooden casket in the neighbourhood of 
the fissure in the leaden coffin, described in the preceding minute, are found, besides 
remains of wood in the same condition as those found in the leaden coffin, some 
wrist-bones and the lower part of a radius. 

19) The inner wooden coffin is taken out. It is apparently of oak, the 
wooden substance in general well preserved, of a light, natural color. On the outer 
side of the head-end is nailed fast a leaden plate, not embossed, 25.5 cm. in 
breadth, 31 cm. in height. On the partly tarnished, grayish-white surface is en- 
graved an inscription of the same content as that on the plate on the lid described in 
minute 2. The distance between the nail-holes in the plate in question is, from 
above down, 28.5 cm., from side to side 21,5 cm., the same between both pairs 
in each direction (cp. minute 4). 

20) Both of the plates mentioned (minutes 2 and 19) are photographed. 

21) The skull is wrapped in white tissue paper and deposited in a ma- 
hogany case; in the same case is deposited the portion of the lower jawbone 
described in minute 15, also wrapped in tissue paper; the pillow, referred to in 
minute 14, is wrapped in tissue paper and laid on top in the same case, after 
which the lid of the case is closed and locked, the key beting received by the 
undersigned Hultkrantz. The case is bound around with white wrapping paper, 
is tied with packthread, supplied with a superscription as to its contents, and 
sealed with two seals, copies of which are to be found under these minutes. 
The case thus sealed is received by the undersigned Hultkrantz for further in- 
vestigation of its contents. 

22) The coffins are again replaced, the leaden coffin in the inner oaken 
coffin, and this one in the outer. All the skeletal parts which had been remov- 
ed, and the other contents — with the exception of those taken for further exami- 
nation — are replaced in the leaden coffin. 

23) At this stage attention is called to three additional smaller pieces of 
bone, which are assumed to belong to the lower jawbone, and which are taken 
for further examination, are wrapped in tissue paper, and deposited together in 
a clean glass jar with ground stopper; the jar is bound around with wrapping 
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paper, tied with siring^, supplied with a superscription n-garding (lie contents, 
and sealed with both of the seals inipressi'ij here below. It is received by the 
undersigned Hultkrantz. 

24) The lids of the leaden coffin and the inner wooden coffin are laid on. 
The inner wooden coffin is bound about with bands, which are Icnotted and 
sealed on the lid, with the seals of the Cathedral and the Cathedral Chapter. The 
lid of the outer coffin is screwed on. 

(Seal). (Seal.) 

L'psala. as above, 

J. Arii. HAMifAR. J, \'iLH. Hultkrantz. Maktix Ramstrom. 

Edw. Cr.Asox. UtRuc Ouf.xsel. Ahtur Vestberg. 



No. 13 

Proceedings at the delivery of Swedenborg's skull, etc, to Professor Hult- 
krantz for examination, in the Anatomical Institution, 
Upsala, May 29th, 1908. 

Minutes kept on May 29th, 1908, 5 j). m., at the taking out of 

the sealed vessels the skeletal parts, etc.. from the coffin of Emanuel 

Swedimborg, which, according to the minutes of the morning of the 

same day, had been delivered for investigation. Present: Emeritus 

Professor etc. E. ( 'iason. e. o. Prof. Y. Hultkrantz, and as secretary the 

undersigned. 

§ 1. There had lieen delivered for investigation: l:o) a box, containing 

according to the superscription, 1) the cranium found in Em. Swedenborg's coffin 

on May 29th, 1908: 2| a part of a lower jawbone there discovered; and 3) a pillow 

found in the coffin. 2;o| a jar, containing, according to the superscription, 3 

fragments of bone, found in Swedenborg's coffin, on May 29th, 1itl»8. probably 

belonging to the lower jawbone; 

both wrapped in paper and sti'ing and sealed with seals, marked partly 
V. H., partly with inscription »Sigill. Convent. Eccl. Cathed. Upsal.», all un- 
broken. 

§ 2. The seals were broken and the wrappings opened, after which the 
agr(M-ment of the contents with the superscription was verified. 

§ 3. All the above-mentioned objects were delivered to Professor Hult- 
krantz to be ijreserved by him, between the periods of examination, under lock 
and key. 

By direction, 

J. Auii. HAJfirAR. 
Simultaneously present: 

Edw. Ci-AS(ix. J. ViTjH. Hultkrantz. 
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No. 14. 

Proceedings preparatory to redepositing in the coffin Swedenborg's 
skull, etc., in the Anatomical Institution, 
Upsala, June 12th, 1908. 

Minutes kept in tlie Anatomical Institution in Upsala, 
June I2tli, 1908. Present: Professors E. Clason, M. Eam- 
strom, and as secretary the undersigned, Hammar. 

§ 1. The skull and four fragments of a lower jawbone, which, on May 
29th of the present year, had been taken out of Em. Swedenborg's coffin in 
Upsala Cathedral, as well as a pillow found in the coffin, having now been 
subjected to the investigations which we, in view of the commission given by 
the Eoyal Society of Sciences of I'psala to Professor V. Hultkrantz and the un- 
dersigned Eamstrom and Hammar, have found necessarv. we have now come 
together for the taking of preparatory measures to restore these objects to the 
coffin in the Cathedral. 

§ 2. It should here first be noted that these above-mentioned skeletal 
parts have, during the time they have been under our care, been preserved, 
between the periods of examination, in a locked cabinet, the key of which has been 
in the possession of Professor Hultkrantz, and, after his departure from the city, 
of the undersigned, Hammar. 

§ ; 3. It should furthermore be recorded that the various parts of the 
lower jawbone which had been delivered to us, have, for the purpose of the 
cranium's identification, been^ joined together in their natural connection with 
suitable connective medium, and, as they did not in their original brittle condi- 
tion admit of closer investigation, they were further joined together by means 
of varnish: the piece of jawbone thus obtained by the connection of the frag- 
ments of bone constitutes nearly the whole horizontal arch of the lower jawbone; 
it contains all the four fragments of the lower jawbone which had been deli- 
vered to us. 

§ 4- The skull and the lower jawbone, reconstructed to the extent above 
stated, and the remainder of the pillow taken out for examination, are enveloped 
in cotton and white tissue paper and piit into a mahogany case, which is cover- 
ed with white wrapping paper and strings and sealed with two seals, one marked 
M. R., the other J. A. H. The same seals are found under these minutes. One 
of the signets remains in the possession of the undersigned Eamstrom, and the 
other in the possession of the undersigned Hammar. 

Upsala, as above, 

J. Aug. Hammar. 
Simultaneously present : 

EdW. ClASOX. iLvRTIN }{A^rSTHUM. 

(Seal.) (Seal.) 
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That the s;kull deposited in the above-mentioned ease, as well as the por- 
tion of a lower jawlione, and the pillow, lying there, are the same objects, which, 
according to the minutes of the 29th of May, 1908, were delivered for investi- 
gation, we hereby certify, on our honor and conscience. 

Upsala, as above, 
Edw. C'lasiix. J. Aug. Hajimar. Maktin Rajistkom. 



No. 15. 

Proceedings at the redepositing of Swedenborgs skull, etc., in the coffin 
in the Cathedral, Upsala, June 13th, 1908. 

Minutes kept at the coffin of Emanuel Swederiborg in Upsala 

Cathedral, June 13th, 1908. Present: Messrs. Professor E. Slave and 

the Cathedral Registrar N. J. Soderberg for the Cathedral Chapter in 

Upsala, and Professors E. Clason, J. A. Hammar, U. Ouensel and M. 

Ramstroni, and the Notary of the Cathedral Chapter A. Radhe, who 

acted as secretary. 

§ 1. On the 29th of last May, the coffin of Emanuel Swedenborg had, in 

the manner slio\\'n by the minutes kej^t on the occasion, been opened, and a 

cranium, a part of a lower Jawbone, three fragments of bone, and a pillow, had 

been taken up therefrom for scientific investigation; And these objects were 

now to be laid back into the coffin. 

After the outer lid had been screwed off and the inner wooden coffin, 
which was bound with bands tied on the lid and signed with the seals of the 
Cathedral Chapter and the Cathedral, had been opened, as well as the leaden 
coffin, Professor Hammar delivered an object covered with white wrajjping paper 
and sealed with strings and two seals, one marked M. R., the other J. A. H., 
which^was found, after the seals had been broken, to be a mahogany case, con- 
taining a skull, a reconstructed lower jawbone and a pillow, enveloped in cotton 
and white tissue paper. After Professors Clason, Hammar och Ramstrom had 
stated that the reconstructed lower jawbone consisted of the portion of the lower 
jawbone and the three fragments of bone which had been taken out of the coffin 
at the meeting on the 29th of last May, together with the skull and pillow now 
brought back, these skeletal parts were now deposited, with the pillow, at the 
head-end of the leaden coffin, the skull being placed upon the pillow with the 
face towards the foot-end, and the lower jaw beside the skull, the wadding in 
the coffin was spread over it and the lid laid on. 

Thereupon the lid was screwed on the inner wooden coffin, and was tied 
with the white bands belonging to it, and sealed on the upper as well as on the 
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lower part, with one seal of the Cathedral Chajster and two seals of the Cathe- 
dral in black sealing wax. 

The lid was finally screwed on the outer coffin, after which those pre- 
sent departed. 

In fidem 

Anhees Radhe. 

That everything so occurred and was ol)served as these minutes state, 
we testify, on our honor and conscience: 

Erik Sta\I'. J. Xvn. Ha.mmar. X. J. ^^ouekbeeg. 

V.L1UK rtfENSEL. Euw. Clahox. Maktin Ramstbom. 



No. l(j. 

List and Analysis of Portraits of Swedenborg. 
By Ai.EKEu H. Stnuii, :M. A. 

The statements made in this »List and Analysis of Portraits of Sweden- 
borgs are based, partly upon. Dr. Rudolf L. Tafel's »Docunients concerning Swe- 
denborg*, Vol. II., London 1S77, pp. 1196 — 1198, and the Rev. James Hi/de's »Bi- 
bliography of Swedenborg's ^^'orks», London, 1906, pp. (iSO — 6<S4. — partly upon 
the writer's researches in Sweden and England since 1902. 

In the list below we have attempted to follow a chronological order, in so 
far as has been possible with the very incomplete data at hand. In the brief 
notes supplied under each number wi^ have confined our attention to leading 
features only, and little attention has been paid to copies of portraits, or to 
possible replicas of early c(jpies, which have Ijeen produced in considerable 
numbers since Swedenborg's death, nor have we listed various composite and 
fantastic productions, most of which possess neither historical nor artistic merit. 

The publication of documents and the detailed discussion of portraits of 
Swedenborg will follow in future contributions, and we need only here remark 
that Nos. 3, 6, 7 and 8 are in all probability genuine original portraits of Swe- 
denborg, that there are various reasons indicating that Nos. 5, 9 and 10 also may 
be originals, or copies of unknown originals, and that Nos. 1, 2 and 4 on various 
grounds may be considered as rather doubtful. 

1. Portrait of Sirrdenbory from Westmaidund. (Text-fiy. 22). 

This portrait of a young man about twenty years of age, remarkably like 
the engraving Ijy Bernigroth, was purchased in 1909 by the writer from a lady 
who received it from a, farmer in the province of Westmanland, Sweden. Accord- 
ing to the farmer's statement it \\as a porti'ait of Swedenborg preserved in his 
family. In the possession of the writer. 
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2. Portrait of Sirnliiihuni /'ruin the cullcctioii of laidnr Dun ustrinn. (Text-fn/. 23). 

This portrait, bearing llie insfripticin ^-Einanuel Swcdenljiu',!^' on tlie baclv 
of tlio canvas, was purcliased by tiic \\ril('r from ilie Kov. A. Tli. JJoyrsrn of 
S((irl;liiiliii in iijdl', and is now in llie collections of the Acadi^ny of the Xi'w 
Church, Bryn Alhyn, Tcnnsyhania, U. S. A. It is reputed to Juive hung- in S\\ c- 
denbnrg's house and lat,er to have been purchased l3y Isidor Dannstrom, who 
presented it to the l^e^•. A. Tli. Biiyi'sen. 




Eio;. 22. Doubtful portrait of Swedenborg 
from Westmauland. 



Fig. 2(3. Doubtful portrait of Swedenborg 
from the collertions of I. Dauustrom. 



:j. ]Ji;nii(jroth'i- copper-plate print. (PL V.). 

A copper-plate print, drawn from life at Dresden, by J. W. Stfir of Xii- 
ri'nil^erg, and engraved by J- M. Bernigroth at Leipzig, in 1734. This print usually 
accompanies as a frontispiece \'ol. f., »Principia lieruin Xaturalium-», of SwcdiMi- 
borg's »Opera Philosophica et Mincialia ', 8 aoIs. folio, Dresden and Leipzig, 1734. 
Besides the ordinary edition I have seen a few copies of an edition de luxe with 
wide nuii'gin>. (_'(jpies of both editions may be seen in the Royal Libi'ary, Stiulv- 
holm. 
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4. All oil portrait painted on copper. 

This curious painting, of quarto size, was bought by Dr. Rudolf L. Tafel 
in Sweden, in 1868. On the frame, which was very old, was written »Sweden- 
borg, 1744). The portrait was spoiled by being unskilfully restored, but had 
previously been used as the basis for a portrait of Swedenborg by the Swedish 
artist August Tholander, representing Swedenborg, in the act of leaving his 
room for a walk. In the possession of Mrs. R. L. Tafel, London. (Because of 
the spoiled condition of the portrait on copper, we have considered it unneces- 
sary to reproduce it in this work). 

5. A colored crayon jiortrait. (PI. VIII., fig. 2). 

Produced by an unknown artist in Sweden. Although nothing concern- 
ing the early history of this portrait is known, it may be an original produc- 
tion dating from the close of the decade 1760-1770. In the Northern Museum, 
Stockholm. 

6. Brander's oil portrait. (PI. VI.). 

Painted by Fredrik Brander at Stockholm between 1765 and 1770. In the 
Northern Museum, Stockholm. Both Tafel and Hyde say that the replica, or more 
probably copy of this portrait preserved in the Hall of the Royal Swedish Academy 
of Sciences, Stockholm, was presented to the Academy by Swedenborg himself. 
But according to the Academy's Minutes for 1844, the portrait did not come 
into its possession until over seventy years after Swedenborg's death, when it 
was acquired by purchase. In all probability the Academy's portrait is a copy 
of the original by Brander in the Northern Museum. — There are also a number 
of copies of the original Brander portrait, or of replicas or copies of it, preserved 
in Sweden, England and the United States of America, painted by the artists 
Way, Breda, Sandberg, and possibly by others. One of the copies, which for- 
merly hung in Swedenborg's bed-chamber, is now preserved in the collections 
of the Academy of the New Church, Bryn Athyn, Pennsylvania, U. S. A. Either 
Branders original, or one of the copies, furnished the basis for J. F. Martins 
copper engraving, printed about 1790. 

7. KraffVs oil portrait. (PI. VII.). 

Painted by Pehr Krafft, Sr., about the year 1770. Presented by Sweden- 
borg to Count Anders Johan von Hopken, and now in the collections of the 
National Museum in the castle of Gripsholm, near Stockholm. 

8. All oil portrait by L. B. (PI. VIII, fig. 3). 

According to the inscription on the back of the canvas, »L. B. pinxit», 
this portrait is of different origin from any others known, and its appearance 
indicates that it is a genuine likeness painted in Sweden and dating from the close 
of the decade J 760 -1770. lu the possession of Director Edw. Rosenlind, 
Stockholm. 
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9. Oil ■pnrtrait iy P. J. de Loufherboiirg. (PI. VIII., fig. 4). 

Probably painted l)y P. J. de Loutherbourg in London, bet\\ef'n 177<t 
and 1772. In the possession ot Charles Payley Bragg, Esq., of Handsworth, near 
Birmingham. 

10. An oil portrait copied from an original by Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

(PI. VIII., fig. 1). 

An oil portrait of a man about seventy years of age, officially catalo- 
gued and exhibited as representing Swedenborg and as having been copied from 
an original by Sir Joshua Reynolds, is preserved in the collections of the Uni- 
versity of Upsala, in the University House. An exactly similar portrait, with 
the inscription »Swedenborg> on the back of the canvas, is preserved at < Gothen- 
burg in the collections of Mrs. Olof ^^'ijk. 
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Explanation of the Plates. 



PI. I. 

Figs. l-;i Swedenborg's cofiin at different stages of the examination in 
IJpsala, May 29th, 1908. (Compare the Minutes on pp. 84-89). 

PI. II. 

The skull in Swudenborg's coffin. 
Fig. 1. Facial view. Fig. 2. Occipital view. Fig. 3. Kight lateral view. 

PL in. 

The skull in Swedenborg's coffin. 
Fig. 1. Vertical view. Fig. 2. Basal view. Fig. 8. Left lateral view. 

PI. IV. 

Figs. 1-4. The fragments of the lower maxilla, found in Swedenborg's 
coffin, after their joining together. Fig. 1 . From before. Fig. 2. From behind. 
Fig. 3. From above. Fig. 4. From beloA\'. 

Fig. 5. The skull and the fragment of the lower maxilla in their natural 
mutual position. 

PI. V. 

The copper engraving portrait of Emanuel vSwedenborg by Bernigroth in 

Swedenborg's Toincipia Eerum Naturalnim of 1734. 

PI. VI. 

Oil portrait of Emanuel Swedenborg by F. Brander, in the Northern 
Museum in Stockholm. 

PL vn. 

Oil portrait of Emanuel Swedenborg by Pehr Krafft, Sr.. in the collec- 
tions of Gripsholm castle. 

PL vin. 

Fig. 1. Portrait of Emanuel Swedenborg in Upsala University. Copy after 
Sir Joshua Reynolds (V). Fig. 2. Colored crayon portrait of Emanuel Sweden- 
borg by an unknown artist, in the Northern ^luseum in Stockholm. Fig. 3. 
Portrait of Emanuel Swedenborg by »L. B.v, belonging to Director E. Eosenlind 
of Stockholm. Fig. 4. Portrait of Emanuel Swedenborg by J. P. de Louther- 
bourg, belonging to C. B. Bragg, Esq., of Birmingham. 

(Conceining the portraits compare the List and Analysis supplied l)y Al- 
fred H. Stroh, M. A., on p]). 92 — 9."-)). 
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